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Whoopi Goldberg:  Now, Congressman Patrick Kennedy said he was asked by a Rhode 

Island bishop to stop receiving communion because of his stance on abortion.  The Church 

has been sparring with lawmakers about restrictions in the health care bill.  But, is this the 
right tactic to do?  To say that you cannot come and take communion? When on one hand… 

Joy Behar: You know, Teddy, his father, Teddy Kennedy was pro-choice.  And Teddy 

Kennedy was divorced.  And they all, the bishops and whatever all went to his funeral.  He 

was not denied communion.  So this all seems political to me.  I don’t get it exactly. 
Sherri Shepherd:  He was asked not to take communion in 2007.  So why is he bringing it up 

now? 

Joy Behar:  Why is he bringing it up now?  Because he’s running for office.  

Elisabeth Hasselbeck:  Somebody brought it up again.  This is my home state.  I’ve done 

breast cancer walks with Patrick Kennedy before.  And you know, I’m not, uh, the Catholic 
Church in terms of communion, I remember one of my friends who got divorced, they asked 

her not to go up and take communion.  And for me, communion is the opportunity for 
someone to take part in and enjoy the sacrament as well, so I never, even from a young age, 

I never appreciated it when someone was not allowed to go up and receive communion with 
the rest of the church. 
Joy Behar:  You’re supposed to be without sin.  

Sherri Shepherd:  But who is without sin? 

Joy Behar:  What you’re supposed to do as a Catholic, you go to confession.  You get the 

absolution and then you can receive communion.  That’s the way it works.  But it doesn’t 
always work that way.  I mean, they don’t allow divorce.  Yet, if you’re married 25 years and 

have 5 kids and you have a lot of money, you can get an annulment.  So, I mean, there is a 
lot of hypocrisy in every religion.  
Whoopi Goldberg:  I thought in the Catholic Church, that in the Bible, at least as I remember 

it and I could be fuzzy on this, but I thought that God pretty much says to you, you don’t have 
to talk to anybody but me.  You don’t have to talk to anybody but me.  And I’m the one.  I’m 

the one you go to.  You don’t need a liaison.  Now, great, if you happen to go into the Church, 
but basically your relationship with God is personal and, and, very clear.  So I don’t think 

anybody is supposed to tell you what you can’t participate in.  I don’t remember that as being 
part of the deal.  

Barbara Walters:  It’s interesting that he’s bringing it up. 

Elisabeth Hasselbeck:  Political season. 

Barbara Walters:  Yeah, and it is certainly for Catholic’s… 

Whoopi Goldberg:  Do you know why he brought it up? 

Barbara Walters:  Well, I don’t know why he brought it up. 

Whoopi Goldberg:  Because they recently clashed over the Church statement that they 

won’t back the health care overall without tighter restrictions on abortion.  That’s why it 
coming up now. 

Barbara Walters:  So there is a political overtone to it.  

 


