“THE VIEW” IGNITES PROTEST;
BARBARA WALTERS CITED

The Catholic League’s patience with “The View” ran out on May
31. That was the day the ABC show attacked Catholicism for the
15th time since September; it was the second hit to occur
within a two-week period. Our response was to finger the
show’s co-owner, Barbara Walters, as the guilty party in a New
York Times op-ed page ad on June 12.

On the May 31 show, Walters, along with Joy Behar, Elisabeth
Hasselbeck and guest co-host Whoopi Goldberg, criticized the
actions of a Catholic priest in Wisconsin. Having learned that
his organist/choir director was selling sex toys, the pastor
advised the woman that the products she peddled were
incompatible with Catholic teaching. When she refused to quit
her sales job, the priest removed her from her position.

During the discussion, Behar said, “She is selling [the sex
toys] to married couples, which the Catholic Church wants you
to procreate. How do they think we have been doing it all
these years? With sex toys, that’'s how.” Goldberg asserted
that the woman now “can’t get a spiritual advisor” because she
has “a different way of doing things.” Walters reinforced
Goldberg’s notion by asking, “Why can’t someone who is a
hooker at night..on Sunday go to whatever church or temple and
try to get spiritual?” Hasselbeck questioned the merit of
“probing into your private life in terms of how well you can
do your job or keep your job.”

The panelists’ disregard for the truth was bad enough-for
instance, there is no report of the woman being denied
spiritual advice, or even the sacraments, because of the
nature of her job-but what was especially appalling was the
co-hosts’ intrusion into the internal matters of the Church.

Clergy of all religions make judgments about the moral
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propriety of their employees every day, without attracting any
attention. Yet when a Catholic priest does it, the ladies of
“The View” launch into a sophomoric rant questioning his right
to run his parish as he sees fit.

Two weeks earlier, on May 18, Behar took a cheap, gratuitous
shot at priests, labeling them pedophiles. Both Behar and
Rosie 0’'Donnell are embittered ex-Catholics—who are often the
worst of all anti-Catholic bigots.

On the day our ad ran, Walters replied to us indirectly,
saying on air, “I want to remind all of you that I am not
responsible for anybody else’s views, except mine.” This 1is
nonsense. She co-owns the show—they work for her! The good
news 1is the ad triggered national TV and radio interviews for
Bill Donohue. Thus did we get the word out about Walters.



