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Bill Donohue

As  a  sociologist  and  a  Catholic  advocate,  I  am  quite
interested  in  the  left-wing  accusation  that  Christian
nationalists are a violent-ridden threat to America. Those who
make this charge are mostly academics and activists. I was
skeptical about their claim, so I decided to fact check their
work.

I am no longer skeptical: I am convinced these people are not
only frauds—their goal is to demonize conservative Christian
activists.

Christian nationalists are defined by their critics as those
who seek to integrate Christianity and American civic life.

Perhaps the most prominent person floating this charge is
Amanda  Tyler,  executive  director  of  the  Baptist  Joint
Committee for Religious Liberty (BJC) and lead organizer of
Christians Against Christian Nationalism. A while ago I read
the testimony she gave in October, 2023 before the U.S. House
Oversight Committee’s Subcommittee on National Security, the
Border, and Foreign Affairs.

This  prompted  me  to  email  Christians  Against  Christian
Nationalism, asking them to provide me with the evidence that
Christian  nationalism  “inspires  acts  of  violence  and
intimidation.”

They wrote back referencing Tyler’s October 25, 2023 testimony
and her written testimony on December 13, 2022 before the
House Oversight Committee’s Subcommittee and Civil Rights and
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Civil Liberties. The following analysis is based on the two
testimonials.

In Tyler’s testimony in 2023, she says, “The greatest threat
to religious liberty in the United States today…is Christian
nationalism.” Such a sweeping statement would ordinarily be
peppered with one example after another. She provides none.
She simply makes an assertion, providing no evidence.

Her testimony in 2022 offers some examples to support her
thesis about the violence of Christian nationalists.

The first example she mentions occurred in Charleston, South
Carolina in 2015. Dylann Storm Roof shot and killed 9 people
at  Emanuel  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  By  all
accounts, he was a seriously disturbed neo-Nazi who wanted to
start a race war. But there is no evidence that he was a
Christian nationalist.

Roof came from a troubled home. When he was born, his divorced
parents got back together for a while, but it didn’t last. His
father  remarried  and  allegedly  beat  his  new  wife,  before
getting divorced once again.

Roof dropped out of school, spending most of his time taking
drugs, getting drunk and playing video games. He was busted
twice  for  narcotics.  He  was  also  known  for  burning  the
American flag.

No one doubts he was a racist. But no one ever accused him of
being a Christian nationalist.

The second example cited by Tyler was the tragic Tree of Life
Synagogue mass shooting in Pittsburgh in 2018. Robert Gregory
Bowers killed 11 people and wounded six. It was the deadliest
attack on any Jewish community in the nation’s history.

His  parents  divorced  when  he  was  a  year  old.  His  father
committed suicide while awaiting trial on a rape charge. Like
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Roof, Bowers was a disturbed racist and a right-wing nut. But
no one who knew him ever said he was a Christian nationalist.

The third and fourth incidents mentioned by Tyler took place
at  Christchurch  mosque  in  New  Zealand  on  March  15,  2019.
Brenton Harrison Tarrant was charged with 51 counts of murder,
40 counts of attempted murder, and one count of committing a
terrorist act.

His parents separated when he was a young boy and his home was
destroyed by a fire. When his mother remarried, he went to
live  with  her  and  her  husband.  The  new  husband  beat  her
(Brenton’s mom), Brenton, and his sister.

Brenton left home and went to live with his father. That
didn’t work out: Brandon found his father dead by suicide.
Those  who  knew  him,  which  were  only  a  few,  said  he  was
disturbed  but  none  ever  described  him  as  a  Christian
nationalist.

The fifth example cited was a shooting that took place in 2019
at  Chabad  of  Poway  synagogue  in  Poway,  California.  John
Timothy Earnest shot and killed one woman and injured three
other persons. In an open letter that he wrote prior to the
shooting, he said Jews were plotting to kill the European
race.

Earnest  was  an  evangelical.  Church  members  were  split  on
whether his religious beliefs had anything to do with his
shooting rampage. There is no evidence that he identified as a
Christian  nationalist,  nor  is  there  evidence  that  he  was
branded as such by those who knew him.

The sixth killing spree took place at Tops Supermarket in
Buffalo, New York in 2022; it is located in a predominantly
black neighborhood. Payton S. Gendron shot and killed 10 black
people.

He was a classic loner. His father was an alcoholic and a drug



addict for 40 years, resulting in the demise of two marriages.
Gendron had no friends and was known to wear a hazmet suit in
the classroom.

He was fascinated by violence, even to the point of bragging
how he stabbed his own cat and then smashed the animal’s head
on concrete. He finished the cat with a hatchet.

Not only was he not a Christian nationalist, he wasn’t even a
Christian. Tyler concedes this point but nonetheless lists him
as a Christian nationalist.

Part II will cover the January 6 riot of 2021.


