SNAP DISGRACES ITSELF AGAIN

Catholic League president Bill Donohue
responds to the full-page ad placed by the
Survivors Network of Those Abused by Priests
(SNAP) in today’'s New York Times:

Instead of looking at the positive reforms made by the U.S.
bishops over the last decade, the professional victims’ lobby
SNAP is rehashing its age-old claim that there is an ongoing
abuse crisis in the Catholic Church. Never mind that in the
last three years, an average of seven new credible accusations
were made against over 40,000 priests in this country. Indeed,
99.98% of Catholic priests did not have a credible accusation
made against them last year.

The John Jay College of Criminal Justice issued its Causes and
Context study last year that found the abuse scandal ran from
the mid-60s to the mid-80s, peaking in the 70s. After it was
published, I issued a report analyzing the study [click here].
Since the end of the scandal, the Church has reformed its
policies and curbed the problem, thus becoming a model of how
to protect children.

Don’'t let SNAP’s ad fool you. While they purport to be
concerned with the safety of children, their real agenda is to
sunder the Catholic Church. Last year its annual conference
turned into a Church-bashing event. How do we know this? We
had trusted sources attend and fill us in on the rhetoric
[click here to see our report].

Earlier this year, SNAP’'s director David Clohessy, was deposed
regarding his role in priest abuse cases and what was
disclosed was truly revealing [click here to see our report].
SNAP, the bastion of child protection, contributed $593 in
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2007 to “survivor support,” yet spent $92,000 the following
year on travel. Clohessy even admitted to giving false
statements to the press—so why would anyone believe what he is
bandying about in today’s Times?

Where today’s scandal truly lies—and one that SNAP is partly
responsible for—is the false accusations made against many
priests. SNAP's attempt to resurrect itself by cashing in on
old problems will fail. Indeed, they have disgraced themselves
again.

PHILLY JURY SAYS NO TO
CONSPIRACY

The jury in the trial of two
Philadelphia Catholic priests
has reached a verdict. Msgr.
William Lynn was acquitted of
conspiracy; on the two charges
of child endangerment, he was
acquitted on one of them, and found guilty on the other. The
jury was deadlocked on two charges against Rev. James Brennan:
one for attempted rape, and one for child endangerment.

Catholic League president Bill Donohue comments as follows:

The witch-hunt has come to an end, and those who have been
clamoring for blood lost big time. What made this a witch-hunt
was the decision of former Philadelphia D.A. Lynne Abraham to
summarily ignore what she was empowered to do in 2001: she was
given the charge “to investigate the sexual abuse of minors by
individuals associated with religious organizations and
denominations.” Had she done so, those cases of minors who may


https://www.catholicleague.org/philly-jury-says-no-to-conspiracy/
https://www.catholicleague.org/philly-jury-says-no-to-conspiracy/
http://catholicleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/ct-101.jpg

have been sexually molested by ministers, rabbis, and others,
would have been investigated. Instead, absolutely nothing was
done about these cases.

On March 31, 2011, I sent Abraham a letter [click here] in the
overnight mail asking her to identify which “religious
organizations and denominations” she pursued other than the
Roman Catholic Church. She never answered. After all, what
could she say?

The Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests (SNAP), and
church-chasing attorneys like Marci Hamilton, are today’s big
losers. They never cared about getting Fr. Brennan, and they
didn’t care a whole lot more about getting Msgr. Lynn on child
endangerment. They wanted the big prize—-they wanted to nail a
high-ranking clergyman on conspiracy. Had they won on this
count, they would have been in the driver’s seat to pursue
other “conspirators” nationally. Looks like their car ran out
of gas in Philadelphia.

COVER-UP AT NYT AND WASH POST

Catholic League president Bill Donohue

Che The comments on editorials that appear today
New HorkWashington i, the New York Times and Washington
Cimes Post Post:

Both of these newspapers misstate the facts, fail to mention
relevant data, and then make unfair accusations against the
Catholic Church on the issue of sexual abuse.

Both newspapers today editorialize on the subject of
“pedophile priests.” It is one of the biggest myths of our
time that the Catholic Church has had a problem with pedophile
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priests: as the John Jay College for Criminal Justice showed
in its 2011 report on this subject, less than 5 percent of the
abusers were pedophiles. In almost all cases, the victims were
adolescent males who were inappropriately touched by
homosexual priests. Both newspapers cover this up, thus
perpetuating a lie.

Today’'s New York Times criticizes Timothy Cardinal Dolan for
opposing legislation by Assemblywoman Margaret Markey which
would lift the statute of limitations for one year on civil
lawsuits involving the sexual abuse of a minor. Once again, we
have a cover-up: what the editorial does not say is that this
bill does not apply to the public schools.

Today's Washington Post adds to the cover-up by pretending
that the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests (SNAP)
is a legitimate organization that is being harassed by the
Church. But anyone who has read the report we issued last year
on inside information that was obtained from a SNAP conference
knows that it is driven by raw hatred of Catholicism and
intentionally manipulates the media. Also, the deposition from
earlier this year of SNAP’s leader shows beyond a doubt that
he lies to the media, and that he counsels alleged victims
without a license in a coffee house.

Moreover, 85 Orthodox Jews from Brooklyn have recently been
arrested for the sexual abuse of minors and yet neither
newspaper reports on this.

Contact Andrew Rosenthal at the Times: andyr@nytimes.com

Contact Fred Hiatt at the Post: fredhiatt@washpost.com
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SNAP’S DEFENDERS SHOW TRUE
COLORS

Catholic League president
_ Bill Donohue comments on
’ § ﬂm*gﬁﬂ? those who <continue to

defend the Survivors
Network of those Abused by
Priests (SNAP):
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Last week we released a report on SNAP that showed beyond a
reasonable doubt what an utter fraud the organization 1is
(click here to read it). It was not an essay; it was not an
op-ed; it was not conjecture; it was not our opinion. It was
the voice of David Clohessy, the director of SNAP. When
coupled with our report last summer on the proceedings of its
national convention (it offered irrefutable proof of its hate-
filled agenda) it cannot be maintained by any serious observer
what SNAP is all about.

The credibility of those who continue to defend this wholly
discredited organization is on the line. That would include
the editorial board of the New York Times and the Newark Star-
Ledger (the latter offered a particularly vicious statement),
as well as pundits such as Andrew Sullivan. That the near-
moribund National Organization for Women and the Feminist
Majority should weigh in is not surprising: though SNAP has
nothing to do with women’s rights, it has everything to do
with attacking the Catholic Church, and that is music to the
ear of radical feminists. But it is Frank Bruni, an op-ed
columnist for the New York Times, who needs to be answered
more than anyone; he loves SNAP.

Bruni notes that “some Catholic leaders have contended” that
what drives wide media coverage of the issue of priestly
sexual abuse is “an anti-Catholic and anti-religious bias.”
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Wrong, he says, it’s because of the “magnitude of the
violation of trust.” No, sir, it isn’t. If it were, then the
Times would be covering the incredible explosion of child
sexual abuse by rabbis (in Brooklyn alone, 85 arrests have
taken place in the last two years, yet the Times has never
reported on any of this). Moreover, the media treat with a
yawn the alarming rate of child sexual abuse in the public
schools. So what else, if not anti-Catholicism, would be
driving the disproportionate coverage? I'm still waiting for
the evidence that I am wrong.

BISHOPS SHOULD ONLY HIRE
TOUGH LAWYERS

Catholic League president Bill Donohue
responds to today’s editorial in the New
York Times on the Survivors Network of
those Abused by Priests (SNAP):
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We now know from the deposition of SNAP director David
Clohessy that he has been (a) lying to the media about his
work (b) falsely advertising his group as a rape crisis center
(c) working with unseemly lawyers (d) exploiting his clients
by providing unauthorized “counseling” services (e) ripping
off those who are truly in need of help by failing to
contribute even a dime for licensed counselors, and (f)
pursuing priests on the basis of legal criteria he admits he
cannot explain.

Furthermore, we know from two people who went undercover last
summer to a SNAP conference in the D.C. area that the Catholic
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Church 1is regarded by these activists as “the evil
institution.” Yet when the bishops finally decide to play
hardball, they are slammed by the New York Times!

When the Times is sued, does it hire wimpy lawyers? Does it
allow itself to be a punching bag? Not on your life: they hire
the most aggressive attorneys they can buy. But when the
bishops follow suit, they’re accused of not showing
“reconciliation” for the victims.

The New York Times needs to get it straight: when rapacious
activists and lawyers, motivated by revenge—-not justice-seek
to bleed the Catholic Church by using methods that are
unethical at best, and illegal at worst, then it is only fair
that the bishops take a page out of the New York Times
playbook and defend themselves. With vigor.

SNAP COMES UNDONE

On January 2, David Clohessy, the president of
the Survivors Network of those Abused by
Priests (SNAP), was deposed in Missouri
regarding his role in cases of priestly sexual
abuse. The deposition was recently made
available [click here]; Catholic League
president Bill Donohue has written a report on
it, SNAP UNRAVELS [to read it, click here]; it is being mailed
to the bishops today.

Donohue summarizes his report as follows:

David Clohessy claims that he doesn’t have to turn over most
of the requested documents, or answer many of the questions.
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Why? Because SNAP is a rape crisis center, and therefore its
confidentiality is protected under Missouri law. But when
asked directly if SNAP is a rape crisis center, he said, “I
don’t know.” He also admitted that he doesn’t know what
constitutes a rape crisis center in Missouri.

Clohessy counsels alleged victims of abuse for a living, yet
he admits to having no training whatsoever. He confessed that
he does his unlicensed counseling in places like Starbucks; he
also “consoles” his clients over the phone. Furthermore, there
is not a single employed licensed counselor on SNAP’'s staff.
Moreover, he could not state a single instance where SNAP has
paid for a licensed counselor to counsel a specific person.

Clohessy refused to disclose the source of his funding. He
said he was wholly unaware that SNAP was mandated by federal
law to contribute to charities. It was revealed that SNAP
spent a grand total of $593 in 2007 on “survivor support”; the
following year, it spent $92,000 on travel.

When asked how SNAP could get its hands on lawsuits against
the Catholic Church before they were even filed, he refused to
answer. He also said that aside from SNAP founder, Barbara
Blaine, he did not know the full names of those on his staff.
When asked if he ever gave false statements to the press, he
didn't blink. “Sure,” he said.

Even if Clohessy started out as an activist for justice, it is
crystal clear that he has evolved into something altogether
different.



2011 ANNUAL REPORT ON ANTI-
CATHOLICISM

oo C e The Catholic League’s 2011 Annual Report on

v Anti-Catholicism is now available. It covers

| all the major issues that the Catholic

fu Anti-Catholicism League dealt with in 2011, along with many
others that came to our attention.

The report covers the following areas: activist organizations;
the arts; business/workplace; education; government; and the
media.

There are special sections as well: our exposé of the
Survivors Network of Those Abused by Priests (SNAP); our
response to a Rolling Stone article and a Philadelphia
Inquirer editorial on the Archdiocese of Philadelphia; a
reprint of our ads in defense of the Catholic Church that
appeared in the New York Times and the Chicago Tribune; a
lengthy analysis of the John Jay Report on Sexual Abuse; a
detailed account of the attacks on Bishop Robert Finn by SNAP
and the Kansas (City Star; and a section on the War on
Christmas.

Copies are available for $10 to the general public [click
here]. Complementary copies were sent to those in government,
education, religious organizations, the media, etc. It is the
most authoritative summary of anti-Catholic incidents in 2011.
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WHEN MEDIA BIAS IS SUBTLE

Catholic League president Bill Donohue
" 8 points to some instances of bias 1in
Ll today’'s New York Times:
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The reason I read the New York Times every day is because of
its comprehensive coverage and tremendous influence on other
media outlets. Editorially, at least on cultural issues, the
positions of the New York Times are diametrically opposed to
the teachings of the Catholic Church. They are entitled to
their opinion. What bothers me are the subtleties of bias that
creep in, as in today’s edition.

In the “Arts, Briefly” section today, there is a story on how
some of India’'s Sikhs are angry at Jay Leno for making a
disrespectful joke about their religion. The piece begins by
saying, “It’s the rare Jay Leno joke that results in ruffled
feathers in the United States.” Really? I guess the reporter,
Dave Itzkoff, never heard of one of Leno’s endless stream of
jokes painting all priests as predators. [By the way, Leno 1is
so relentless in bashing priests that we prepared a report
detailing his offenses from April 29, 1996 to February 4, 2010
and sent it to NBC executives.]

When someone dies who may have had a checkered past, it is not
unusual for a news story to cite the comments of his
adversaries. And while an obituary may quote a critic of the
deceased, it is highly unusual to see the remarks of an
official from an advocacy organization make that page. Yet in
today’s obituary on Archbishop Robert F. Sanchez, Dennis
Hevesi allows a spokesman from a notoriously anti-Catholic
group, SNAP, to hammer the late archbishop. [We issued a
report on SNAP last year demonstrating its open hostility to
the Catholic Church.]
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Finally, tens of thousands of Catholics, led by many bishops,
turned out yesterday for the annual March for Life 1in
Washington, D.C. There was no story about it in the New York
Times. Yet when a few dozen “Occupy Wall Street” protesters
were camping out, the Times had plenty of room to cover them,
pictures included. By the way, the Washington Post has a
front-page story on the March for Life in its B section today.

SNAP PROTECTS CHILD MOLESTERS

The weekly St. Louis alternative newspaper,
Riverfront Times, published an exchange today
between reporter Nicholas Phillips and David
Clohessy, director of the Survivors Network of
those Abused by Priests (SNAP).

Clohessy is quoted as saying the following about St. Louis
Archbishop Robert Carlson: “Archbishop Carlson and his brother
Catholic bishops have hired, hidden, transferred, defended and
enabled child molesters. SNAP hasn’t. Carlson and his
colleagues have ignored and concealed their crimes. SNAP
hasn’t.”

Catholic League president Bill Donohue comments as follows:

I will leave it to Archbishop Carlson’s lawyers to respond to
Clohessy, but I cannot allow the SNAP director to lie about
his own personal involvement in the cover-up of a known child
molester.

In the 1990s, David Clohessy knew about his brother Kevin'’s
sexually predatory behavior and never called the cops. Yet he


https://www.catholicleague.org/snap-protects-child-molesters/
http://catholicleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Clohessy.jpg

has the audacity to condemn others for not doing what he
manifestly refused to do when he learned that his brother, a
priest, was abusing young men. The SNAP director said at the
time, “he’s my brother; he’s an abuser. Do I treat him like my
brother?” Well, Mr. Clean, accused priests are the brothers of
their bishop, so what would you say to both parties?

Dr. Steve Taylor is a psychiatrist who is sitting in prison
for downloading child pornography from his computer. He 1is
well known to SNAP-he was one of their go-to shrinks for
years. Indeed, the convict is so well loved by SNAP that the
founder of the organization, Barbara Blaine, intervened on his
behalf and wrote to the Louisiana State Board of Medical
Examiners pleading with them to cut Taylor some slack.

In other words, SNAP has hired, hidden, defended, enabled,
ignored and concealed the crimes of child molesters.

Contact: SNAPclohessy@aol. com

ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH SHOWS
ITS COLORS

On January 2, the director of the
ST.LOUIS POST-DISPATCH Survivors Network of those Abused by

Priests (SNAP), David Clohessy, was

deposed for going public with
information he allegedly obtained from a lawyer in violation
of a court gag order issued by Circuit Court Judge Ann Mesle.
Barbara Dorris, another SNAP officer, has also been served
with a subpoena.
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Catholic League president Bill Donohue comments on an
editorial in today’s St. Louis Post-Dispatch on this issue:

SNAP has been working in concert with its legal allies and
media buddies for decades. The goal? To discredit the Catholic
Church. At one time, we even thought SNAP officials were
honest brokers, but those days are long gone; our 1inside
report on the SNAP conference held last July demonstrates its
anti-Catholic agenda [click here].

The Post-Dispatch is so exercised by the right of St. Louis
Archbishop Robert Carlson to fight back against SNAP that it
is beckoning Catholics to rebel at Mass this weekend by
refusing to put money in the collection basket. Does it really
think it has that kind of clout? Yet it weeps for its
Catholic-bashing friends by arguing that the litigation “has
strained SNAP’'s finances.” It should instead ask why SNAP’s
lawyers who grease the operation aren’t writing checks, or
taking the case pro-bono.

We noticed, too, the cheap shot at Judge Mesle: she 1is
described as “a minister’s daughter.” So how many reporters at
the paper were raised by committed atheists? How many have a
liberal rabbi as their father? How many were born to an unwed
mother?

The online story in the Post-Dispatch shows a picture of SNAP
officials protesting outside the Vatican on March 25, 2010.
Thus does it unwittingly make our point: SNAP, always
consorting with its lawyer and media allies, knew to be there
the day the New York Times broke a “scandal” story. But
perhaps the Post-Dispatch believes they were there on a
retreat.

Contact the editorial page editor, Gilbert Bailon:
gbailon@post-dispatch.com
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