ANOTHER CATHOLIC-BASHING
MOVIE

According to New York Post film critic, Thelma Adams, the
movie “Julien Donkey-Boy” features “masturbating nuns,” a man
who wears “a large image of Christ around his neck while he
rubs himself during an erotic phone chat with his sister” and
other “blasphemous” elements. Also included are “incest,
insanity, murder, sexual abuse and circus side-show freaks.”
The movie opened September 29 at Lincoln Center as part of the
New York Film Festival.

Our comment to the press was as follows:

“As we get close to the new millennium, the Catholic bashers
are coming out of the woodwork. It is appropriate that they do
so: hiding in the closet does no one any good and that is why
the Catholic League, while deploring the bigotry, welcomes the
outing. The pus is now coming to the surface, a sure sign that
Catholicism will triumph in the long run.

’

“‘Donkey-Boy,’ according to Thelma Adams, ‘joins a lengthening
list of profane and sacrilegious art testing First Amendment
rights, including the Brooklyn Museum’s ‘Sensational’ [sic]
art exhibit and the forthcoming festival film ‘Dogma.’

“Adams forgot to add that the entire list is targeted at Roman
Catholicism (not that it would matter to her.) ‘John Cardinal
0’'Connor is going to be very busy this fall,’ she says with
glee. ‘So much to protest. So little time.’ No doubt many film
critics feel the same way; it’s just that Adams isn’t afraid
to advertise her bigotry.

‘Donkey-Boy,’ Adams readily admits, ‘surely will play to sold-
out crowds at Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully Hall...’ On that we
can agree.
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JESSE “THE BIGOT” VENTURA

In the November issue of Playboy, Minnesota Governor Jesse
Ventura is quoted as saying the following: “Organized religion
is a sham and a crutch for weak-minded people who need
strength in numbers. It tells people to go out and stick their
noses in other people’s business.”

The Catholic League 1is proud that it was the first
organization in the country to denounce Ventura. On September
30, Pat Scully criticized him on the TV show, “Extra,” and
William Donohue branded him “Jesse ‘The Bigot’ Ventura” in a
news release; the next morning, the “Today Show” credited the
league for sticking him with a new label. Here is the text of
our statement to the press:

“The Minnesota Governor has now proven himself to be Jesse
‘The Bigot’ Ventura. Liberty shorn of its religious
underpinnings is the real sham, as the Founders and most
students of freedom have long understood. But according to the
erudite Mr. Ventura, they all got it wrong.

“Fully 94 percent of all Americans profess a belief in God and
most of them belong to an organized religion. It is important
for them to know exactly what Ventura thinks of them, and that
is why the Catholic League will act as the Minnesota
Governor’'s PR team: we want everyone to know his sentiments.

“What Ventura is saying is that organized religion has an
intrusive, and therefore deleterious, effect on American
society. To that end, it is only logical that he might seek to
check its influence. This bears watching as that is the
position of an anti-religious bigot.

“The Catholic League is interested in knowing whether
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Ventura’s hostility to religion represents the position of the
Reform Party. We would like to hear from Pat Buchanan and
Donald Trump on this subject. We also want to know if Buchanan
and Trump will denounce Ventura for his bigotry.

“The Catholic League recommends that Ventura go back to
professional wrestling where he belongs. He’'s boxed himself 1in
on this one.”

BAD START, HAPPY ENDING

Father Jeffrey Keefe of the Church of the Assumption
(Conventual Franciscan Friars) in Syracuse, New York, runs the
chapter of COURAGE in the Syracuse diocese. COURAGE 1is a
church ministry to homosexuals and those with homosexual
leanings who need support in adhering to the Church’s
teachings on the subject of sexuality; ENCOURAGE is an
ancillary service that is provided to family members and
friends of men and women with homosexual leanings. Sounds
pretty innocent, but there are some who ascribe malicious
motives to those involved.

Father Keefe, seeking to get the word out about his ministry,
notified the Post Standard and the Herald Journal that he
wanted to place an ad about the two support groups in their
newspaper; both Syracuse papers are owned by the same company.
He was turned down. Reason? One employee told him that the ad
was considered “inappropriate,” so when Father Keefe pressed
the issue to those at the top, they simply said that they
would not run the ad and refused to give him any reason. Then
he contacted the Catholic League.

William Donohue called the Syracuse newspapers and said that
if the ad wasn’t run, the Catholic League would conduct a
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public relations campaign against them. They said they would
reconsider the ad if it was revised. When the ad was
resubmitted, with slight changes, it was accepted.

INCONTESTABLE EVIDENCE

by
Sister Margherita Marchione, Ph.D.

Author: Yours Is a Precious Witness: Memoirs of Jews and
Catholics in Wartime Italyand, forthcoming, Pius XII:
Architect for Peace

An extraordinary new book, a scholarly compedium of vital
historical documents, Pius XII and the Second World War:
According to the Archives of the Vatican (Paulist Press, 1999)
by Father Pierre Blet, S.J., greatly expands our knowledge of
what Pope Pius XII did to help victims of Nazi oppression in
Europe during World War II. The author of this essential work
is one of a team of four Jesuit historians who edited the
Vatican documents published from 1965-1981 in 12 volumes.

Blet’s book is a summary, not only of the Vatican’s assistance
to all Nazi victims but it also counters many of the
accusations launched against Pius XII, as it carefully
establishes the historical record of his compassion and
heroism, and documents his opposition to all totalitarian
movements, especially Nazism.

Addressing the prelates of the Roman Curia (December 24,
1939), Pius XII stated that in order to establish world peace
with order and justice, it was necessary (1) to assure each
nation, whether large or small, its right to life and
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independence; (2) to free nations from the burden of an arms
race through a mutually agreed upon, organic, and progressive
disarmament; (3) to rebuild and create international
institutions while bearing in mind the weaknesses of previous
ones; (4) to recognize, especially in the interests of
European order, the rights of ethnic minorities; (5) to
recognize above all human laws and conventions “the holy and
immovable divine law.”

In his letters to the bishops, Pius XII spoke out in favor of
a peace “with justice for all and for each of the
belligerents, [a peace] that need not be ashamed when measured
by Christian principles and, for this reason, a peace carrying
in itself the guarantee of security and of time” (Letter to
Cardinal Faulhaber, January 18, 1940).

Pope Pius XII's was aware that his messages were not reaching
the German episcopate. In a message to the German bishops,
dated August 6, 1940, he allows us to understand his position:
“After seeing and experiencing during the years of Our work in
Germany how harshly the German people had to suffer the
continuing and humiliating effects of their defeat, and after
Ourselves witnessing the way in which the previous peace
treaty’s lack of proper balance has brought forth as a fatal
consequence the contrasts whose elimination by violent means
has the earth tremble today, We can only express our ardent
hope that when the war ends, at a time known only by
Providence, the eyes of the victorious will be opened to the
voice of justice, equity, wisdom, and moderation, without
which no peace treaty, no matter how solemn its ratification
may be, can last and can have the happy consequences desired
by all people.”

When Germany began its war with Russia, Pius XII did not
change his position. His work on behalf of peace increased in
intensity. He worked “for a merciful peace which protects
against violence and injustice, which brings together and
reconciles, which establishes for all former belligerents



without exception supportable relations and the possibility of
a prosperous development” (February 24, 1942). On March 1,
1942, he wrote: “Whereas Our Christmas radio message found a
strong echo in the world, indeed beyond the circle of
Christianity, We 1learn with sadness that it was almost
completely hidden from the German Catholics.”

Pius XII reminded Germany and Soviet Russia of their
responsibilities: “Your conscience and your sense of honor
should lead you to treat the people of occupied territories
with a spirit of justice, of humanity, and with broadness of
outlook. Do not impose any burden upon them that you have
judged or would judge to be unjust if you were in a situation
like theirs .. . Above all, keep in mind that God'’s blessing or
curse upon your own country may depend on your conduct toward
those who, because of the fortunes of war, have fallen under
your power.”

Pius XII did not want to provoke reprisals against the Church
in Germany. In keeping with Vatican protocol, he delegated the
task of speaking out to the bishops. He explained to Cardinal
Preysing (April 30, 1943): “We give to the pastors who are
working on the local level the duty of determining if and to
what degree the danger of reprisals and of various forms of
oppression occasioned by episcopal declarations—as well as
perhaps other circumstances caused by the length and mentality
of the war—-seem to advise caution to avoid greater evil
despite alleged reasons urging the contrary.”

Writing to the archbishop of Cologne (March 3, 1944), Pius XII
spoke about “the superhuman effort necessary to keep the Holy
See above the quarrels of the parties, and the confusion,
almost dimpossible to unravel, between political and
ideological currents, between violence and law (incomparably
more so in the present conflict than in the last war) to the
extent that it is extremely difficult to decide what must be
done: reserve and prudent silence, or resolutely speaking out
and vigorous action.”



The Vatican’s Holy Office had issued a formal decree on March
25, 1928, condemning anti-Semitism: “Moved by Christian
charity, the Holy See is obligated to protect the Jewish
people against unjust vexations and, just as it reprobates all
rancour and conflicts between peoples, it particularly
condemns unreservedly hatred against the people once chosen by
God; the hatred that commonly goes by the name of anti-
Semitism.”

Blet’s book reveals that Pius XII applied this teaching and
spoke out repeatedly against the outrages of Nazism by
exhorting his representatives to oppose the racial laws and to
intervene on behalf of persecuted Jews.

The Pontiff was aware that speaking out explicitly against
Hitler’s purges would have aggravated the Fuhrer’s anger and
accelerated the Nazi efforts to exterminate the Jews, a
concern borne out by the Nazi retaliation that included the
martyrdom of Edith Stein shortly after the Dutch Bishops
denounced Hitler.

Personally and through his representatives, Pius XII employed
all the means at his disposal to save Jews and other refugees
during World War II. As a moral leader and a diplomat forced
to limit his words, he privately took action and, despite
insurmountable obstacles, saved hundreds of thousands of Jews
from the gas chambers. The Pope was loved and respected. Of
those mourning his death in 1958, Jews—who credited Pius XII
with being one of their greatest defenders and benefactors in
their hour of greatest need-stood in the forefront.

In his War Memories de Gaulle reports on his impressions

during a meeting the following month: “Pius XII judges
everything from a perspective that surpasses human beings,
their undertakings and their quarrels. .. His lucid thought

focuses on the consequences: the outbreak of ideologies
identified with Communism and Nationalism in a large part of
the world. His inspiration reveals to him that only Christian



faith, hope, and charity, even if they be submerged for a long
time and everywhere, can overcome these ideologies. For him
everything depends on the policy of the Church, on what it
does, on its language, on the way it conducts itself. This 1is
why the Pastor has made the church a domain reserved to
himself personally and where he displays the gifts of
authority, of influence, of the eloquence given him by God.
Pious, compassionate, political-in the highest meaning these
can assume—-such does this pontiff and sovereign appear to me
because of the respect that he inspires in me.”

Father Blet, former professor of Ecclesiastical History at the
Gregorian University in Rome, stated that “the monumental work
of 12 volumes of documentation include all the official
documents in which the Jewish communities, the Rabbis of the
world, and other refugees, thank Pope Pius XII and the
Catholic Church for all the help and work in their favor.
The Pope was conscious of what he had accomplished to prevent
the war, to alleviate its sufferings, to reduce the number of
its victims, everything he thought he could do. The documents,
insofar as they allow one to probe the human heart, come to
the same conclusion.”

***To order a copy of Father Pierre Blet’s book, “Pius XII and
the Second World War: According to the Archives of the
Vatican,” please call Paulist Press at 1-800-218-1903; the
book costs $29.95 plus postage.



