NCAA’S ANTI-RELIGIOUS BIAS

Collegiate sports and professional sports have traditionally
been apolitical. They have also been at least tacitly
supportive of traditional moral values. No longer. They have
now laid anchor with the politics of the left, and that, in
turn, has led them to adopt an aggressively secular worldview,
one that is increasingly anti-Christian. Consider the NCAA.

On April 12, the NCAA Board of Governors stated that it
“firmly and unequivocally supports the opportunity for
transgender student-athletes to compete in college sports.
This commitment 1s grounded in our values of inclusion and
fair competition.” It also said that it will not hold
championship events in locations that do not agree with its
position.

Truth to tell, the NCAA does not believe in inclusion and fair
competition: It believes in exclusion and unfair competition.

Its policy of restricting championship events to locales that
conform to its transgender politics manifestly excludes parts
of the country that maintain a Christian view of sex and
sexuality. Moreover, there is nothing fair about allowing
males to compete against females in athletics.

There is something else going on here that needs to be
addressed. Why is the NCAA promoting sex reassignment therapy
when it is well known how dangerous it is to the psychological
and physical wellbeing of those who undergo it? To this point,
are NCAA officials aware that hormone therapy causes physical
changes that are irreversible?

Sweden has a comparatively long history of accommodating
transgender persons. It does not have an admirable record. In
fact, what we know should give us pause. For example, the
suicide rate for those who undergo sex reassignment therapy is
astonishingly high, and the range and scale of psychiatric


https://www.catholicleague.org/ncaas-anti-religious-bias-2/

disorders are also disturbing. None of this has anything to do
with stigma—-Sweden enthusiastically embraces the transgender
community.

In this country, the American Heart Association has concluded
that those who undergo sex reassignment therapy have higher
rates of strokes, heart attacks and blood clots. Another study
found that females who transition to males have a greater risk
of developing Type 2 Diabetes.

In 2018, the Annals of Internal Medicine published the results
of a major study conducted by distinguished universities and
research institutes on this subject. Those men who switched to
female experienced rates of stroke that were “80 to 90 percent
higher” than biological women.

Recently, the Mayo Clinic reported on several risk factors for
males who transition to female. They include blood clots, high
blood pressure, infertility, Type 2 Diabetes, cardiovascular
disease, stroke and breast cancer.

It is a sure bet that the NCAA will distance itself from
reports of serious health issues that arise from transgender
athletes. They will claim they have nothing to do with them.

In March 2021, the British Journal of Sports Medicine found
that male athletes who transition to female maintain their
body mass and strength for up to three years, putting natural-
born women at a major disadvantage. In other words, once the
change takes place, biological women will be hamstrung for
years.

Even if there weren’t any serious side effects to sex
transitioning, there is still the anti-Christian bias that is
evident in the NCAA’s policy.

For instance, states such as Mississippi, Tennessee, Idaho and
Arkansas have banned transgender participation in women’s
sports, and all of them are overwhelmingly Christian. Is it by



accident that none of them are allowed to host an NCAA
championship contest? Or is it a direct consequence of the
NCAA adopting the anti-Christian animus that colors the
politics of the left?

The NCAA commitment to inclusion stops short when it comes to
Christian schools. None of the 25 members of the Board of
Governors hail from these states, and the two religious-
affiliated board members—from Georgetown University and
Hamline University—-represent schools that are unabashedly
“progressive,” not orthodox.

In general, male athletes are faster and stronger than female
athletes. That is why everything from pre-school athletics to
the Olympics are sex segregated. Similarly, we have the
Special Olympics for the disabled. There should also be a
forum for transgender athletes, even if it is limited to
regional competition.

The NCAA should stay out of politics, stay away from affirming
sex transitioning, and stay clear of imposing punitive
measures on Christian states and schools.

CODA

Florida and Texas lawmakers have passed legislation to bar
biological men from competing in women’s sports; their
governors are expected to sign it into law. Their defiance of
the NCAA is welcome.

THE HOLOCAUST'’S MORAL LESSONS

Observing Remembrance Day 1is special for Jews around the
world, but it should also be recognized by those of us who are
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not Jewish. There are many things that we can learn from this
monstrous event, among them being the seminal moral lessons
that it bequeathed.

At Nuremberg, the standard Nazi defense was to claim that they
were only doing what they were instructed to do. It did not
work. The London Charter of the International Military
Tribunal determined that “following orders” did not exonerate
them. Though the Tribunal did not explicitly invoke natural
law—e.g., we know in our heart of hearts that certain acts,
such as the killing of innocents, 1s wrong—-it essentially
validated what Aristotle broached and what the Catholic Church
later pioneered.

We need to remember this moral lesson because of the
prevalence of moral relativism in our culture, the notion that
there are no objective truths. This pernicious idea is not
new, though it is more widely embraced today—-allowing for
glaring inconsistencies—than ever before, especially on
college campuses. Its legacy is rich with irony.

“There is no such thing as truth, either in the moral or in
the scientific sense.” Many professors and their students
would fully endorse this view today. Hitler is the author.

Before Hitler there was Nietzsche. He spent his adult life
trashing the teachings of the Catholic Church. He 1is famous
for opining, “There are no facts, only interpretations.” The
Nazis later agreed. Martin Heidegger also embraced Nietzschean
relativism and, not surprisingly, he was a big fan of Hitler.

The idea that there are no objective meanings also marks
deconstruction, a school of thought that originated in France
in the 1960s; Jacques Derrida is its intellectual father. In
this country, his views achieved currency through Paul de Man.
Many intellectuals were shocked when it was revealed that de
Man had been a Nazi collaborator in Belgium. If they
understood the logical consequences of denying moral truths,



they wouldn’t have been shocked.

In a survey of college seniors, conducted in 2002, three-
quarters of them said they were taught that right and wrong
depend “on differences in individual values and cultural
diversity.”

When James Q. Wilson, a professor of political science who
taught at UCLA and Harvard, discussed the Holocaust with his
students, he found no general agreement that the Holocaust
itself was a moral horror. “It all depends on your
perspective,” one student said.

Professor Roger Simon, who taught at Hamilton College,
experienced the same reaction. He estimated that 10 to 20
percent of his students could not condemn the Holocaust. “Of
course I dislike the Nazis,” one student told him, “but who is
to say they are morally wrong?”

Even more troubling, philosopher Christina Hoff Sommers found
that students at Williams College, who were taught that “all
knowledge is a social construct,” doubted the Holocaust even
occurred. As one student said, “Although the Holocaust may not
have happened, it’s a perfectly reasonable conceptual
hallucination.”

The good news is that the reality of objective truth cannot be
erased, even in our cancel culture, though admittedly it 1is
harder to voice this verity than ever before. It is incumbent
on those of us who know better to point out the flaws inherent
in moral relativism. It does not help when we have a president
who will not speak to this issue.

The White House statement by President Joe Biden on Holocaust
Remembrance Day is embarrassing. Instead of focusing on anti-
Semitism, he twice mentions, in a short address, the plight of
“LGBTQ+"” people; he also denounces “homophobia.” What day does
he think he is observing?



It is noble of him to object to “dehumaniz[ing] groups of
people,” and to “all forms of dehumanizing bigotry.” But if
“LGBTQ+"” people are to be cited in this regard, why is there
no mention of the most dehumanizing of all behaviors—child
abuse in the womb? We all know why: Our “devout Catholic”
president champions abortion-on-demand.

The Catholic League salutes Jews all over the world for
honorably observing Holocaust Remembrance Day. They prove that
this day can be commemorated without exploiting it for
political purposes.

AMERICAN ATHEISTS GOES
BALLISTIC

American Atheists flew off the handle in April when Bill
Donohue slammed them for promoting the fiction of “Christian
nationalism.”

What set them off was Donohue’s criticism of a report that
American Atheists released claiming “Christian nationalists”
were a threat to the nation. Donohue noted that although this
label is mentioned 12 times in the report, never once is it
defined. It’'s just bandied about, the way it always is.

n

“Christian nationalists,” according to the report, are those
who believe in such things as religious exemptions, pro-life
legislation, school vouchers, homeschooling, and our national
motto, “In God We Trust.” Donohue said this was “fairly common
stuff.” “In other words,” he continued, “American Atheists
thinks that a very large swath of the American public qualify
as ‘Christian nationalists.'”
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Donohue concluded by saying, “We don’t have to worry about
‘Christian nationalists’—we have to worry about those who are
promoting this fiction as a weapon to assault our Judeo-
Christian heritage.”



