BAN ON RELIGIOUS STAMPS
SIGNIFIES INTOLERANCE

On November 17, the U.S. Postal Service announced that
beginning in 1995 there will be no more printing of the famous
Christmas Stamp of the Virgin Mary and the infant Jesus.
Indeed, there will be no more religious stamps of any kind.
For 28 years the Postal Service printed the Madonna stamp but
now it thinks that the time has come to issue a picture of an
angel instead.

Commenting on this decision was Catholic League president
William Donohue:

“The decision to ban religious stamps constitutes censorship,
pure and simple. It also represents a meanness of spirit and
contempt for the mores of American society. The same
government that authorizes public monies for an artist to show
his hatred of Christianity by submerging a crucifix in a jar
of urine now thinks it unconstitutional to allow religious
stamps. Evidently the only religious displays that the federal
government finds acceptable these days are those that have
been sufficiently blasphemed.

“It does not bode well for liberty when the government embarks
on a mission to eradicate from public life every vestige of
religious symbolism. There is absolutely nothing in the First
Amendment which requires the Postal Service to ban religious
stamps, and there is absolutely no evidence that the Postal
Service is simply reflecting the will of the people by
mandating this prohibition. On the contrary, the decision
smacks of the politics of bigotry.

“There are two ways that the government can show neutrality
with regards to religious stamps: it can practice tolerance
and allow stamps that depict the symbols of a wide variety of
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religions, or it can practice intolerance and ban them all.
Regrettably, it has chosen the intolerant path.

“The Catholic League asks all Americans of good will to join
with it in requesting the Postal Service to rescind 1its
decision.”

The Catholic League 1is the nation’s largest Catholic civil
rights organization. It defends the right of Catholics-lay and
clergy alike—-to participate in American 1life without
defamation or discrimination.

LAWLESSNESS SANCTIOINED
AGAINST IRISH CATHOLICS

On November 2, 1994, Manhattan Supreme Court Justice Robert
Sackett threw out charges against 90 homosexuals who staged an
illegal protest on St. Patrick’s Day in New York City. The
protesters, members of the Irish Lesbian and Gay Organization
(ILGO), were arrested for marching without a permit on March
17, but that didn’t make any difference to Judge Sackett who
said that the Police Department’s refusal to allow the ILGO
march was a “blatant denial of First Amendment rights.” It did
not matter to Judge Sackett that the courts had previously
decided that the Ancient Order of Hibernians had a First
Amendment right to freedom of association in determining which
groups could march in the parade.

Commenting on Judge Sackett’s decision was Catholic League
president Dr. William A. Donohue:

“Judge Sackett is an embarrassment to the courts. For him to
simply disregard the fact that ILGO (a) had no permit to march
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(b) never sought one in the first place (c) was never denied
the right to protest elsewhere and (d) had already lost in the
courts in its bid to march in the St. Patrick’s Day parade,
demonstrates that Judge Sackett shows no respect for the law.
Those who care about the integrity of the law should join the
Catholic League in calling for Judge Sackett to resign from
the bench.

“This callous decision, coupled with the unbelievable
spectacle of last June 26—when an illegal gay parade was
allowed by the police to proceed up Fifth Avenue in an utter
display of anti-Catholicism in front of St Patrick’s
Cathedral-suggests that there are those in the executive and
judicial branches of New York City who are determined to
violate the rights arid sensibilities of Roman Catholics just
to appease the bigots in the gay community who war against
them. Those who are answerable to the public should ponder the
election results of November 8, because when the wrath of the
public has been stirred, the effect on office holders 1is
palpable.”

The Catholic League 1is the nation’s largest Catholic civil
rights organization. It defends the right of Catholics—lay and
clergy alike—-to participate in American 1life without
defamation or discrimination.



