
SOME CATHOLICS QUESTION THEIR
STATUS
A recent Gallup survey shows that news stories about clergy
sexual abuse have Catholics questioning their affiliation with
the Church. Before examining why, an analysis of the data is
warranted; it reveals a nuanced portrait of Catholics.

The  survey  found  that  37%  of  Catholics  said  they  are
questioning whether to remain in the Church; the figure in
2002 was 22%. Who are these Catholics? Most of them seldom or
never go to church: 46% of these Catholics are questioning
whether  to  remain  versus  22%  of  those  who  attend  church
weekly. In other words, those with one foot out the door are
more likely to consider exiting, which is precisely what we
would expect.

A more interesting picture emerges when Catholics are asked
how much confidence they have in the priests in their parish
versus priests in general. Six in ten have confidence in their
own priests (41% said “a great deal” and 18% said “quite a
lot”) versus only a third for priests nationwide (20% said “a
great  deal”  and  12%  “quite  a  lot”).  The  figures  for  the
bishops are similar to the latter.

Not surprisingly, Catholics who are regular attendees have a
great deal of confidence in their priests, sporting a figure
of 86%; but only 39% of those who seldom or never attend
church feel this way. Most of the latter probably wouldn’t be
able to name the priests in their parish.

The difference between Church-goers and lapsed Catholics is
most revealing when considering the second bank of questions.
There is a reason why Church-goers have a lot of confidence in
their priests: though it was not mentioned in the survey or in
the concluding analysis, almost all priests have never had an

https://www.catholicleague.org/some-catholics-question-their-status-2/
https://www.catholicleague.org/some-catholics-question-their-status-2/


accusation made against them.

Thus, the everyday experience that Catholics who are regular
church-goers have is a positive one—they and their priests are
untouched by the scandal. But they read a lot about other
priests, clergymen they do not know, and that explains the big
drop in confidence for priests nationwide.

What Catholics are reading, of course, matters. For example,
most of the news stories on the recent Vatican summit left the
impression that the sexual abuse scandal is ongoing. It is
not. It is certainly not true in the United States: most of
the offenses that took place were in the last century.

The fact is there are many foes of the Church, and Catholic
dissidents, who don’t want the scandal to end. Their goal is
to keep it alive so they can push for their secular reforms.


