SAN FRANCISCO POLS ATTACK
FIRST AMENDMENT

Catholic League president William Donohue commented today on a
unanimous vote by the San Francisco Board of Supervisors
condemning the Catholic Church for opposing gay adoptions:

“In a non-binding resolution, the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors lashed out at the Catholic Church because it
disagrees with the Church’s teachings on marriage and
sexuality. The board, which has long shown its affinity for
the radical gay agenda, has now demonstrated that it has
nothing but contempt for the First Amendment provisions on
religious liberty and the establishment of religion. If they
had it their way, the government would dictate the teachings
of the Catholic Church.

“Because the Catholic Church supports the right of children to
be raised by fathers and mothers, and not by various other
combinations, the Board of Supervisors calls the Church’s

teachings on adoption ‘hateful,’ ‘discriminatory,’ ‘insulting’
and ‘callous,’ adding that it ‘shows a level of insensitivity
and ignorance.’ The group also said, ‘It is an insult to all

San Franciscans when a foreign country, like the Vatican,
meddles with..this city’'s existing and established customs and
traditions...’

“According to this logic, any religious entity that faithfully
follows the tenets of its faith risks being condemned by San
Francisco officials if the Board of Supervisors disagrees with
its contents. The real meddlers, obviously, are government
agents who seek to smash the principle of separation of church
and state by seeking to inject themselves into the internal
affairs of a world religion.

“The new San Francisco Archbishop, George Niederauer, has his
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hands full with a related matter: Catholic Charities, which
has been told to stop gay adoptions, refuses to cooperate.
Brian Cahill, the executive director, pledges no policy
changes, and Glenn Motola, the CYO director of programs and
services, 1s a gay adoptive father. These men worked for the
former archbishop, William Levada, who is now a Cardinal-elect
serving in Rome in the same post formerly held by Pope
Benedict XVI.”



