
ROLE  OF  RELIGION  SKEWED  IN
PROP 8 TRIAL
Catholic League president Bill Donohue comments on the way
religion  is  being  implicated  in  the  Proposition  8  trial
contesting the constitutionality of the California resolution
affirming the traditional view of marriage:

Lawyers  for  the  anti-Prop  8  side  are  touting  Stanford
University professor Gary Segura’s testimony that religious
groups which supported Prop 8 constituted 34 percent of the
nation’s population, while only 2 percent of religions opposed
it. His comment was grossly misleading.

First,  far  more  than  2  percent  of  religions  support  gay
marriage: Buddhism has no official position but it is well
known that Buddhists in California worked against Prop 8; the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America supports gay marriage,
just so long as the term “marriage” is not used; the Episcopal
Church opposes all state and federal bans on gay marriage,
therefore putting it on the side of the anti-Prop 8 forces;
Hinduism has no official position on gay marriage, though
those who follow Hindu texts like Kama Sutra are fine with it;
Reform and Reconstructionist strands of Judaism support gay
marriage; the Presbyterian Church (USA) is similar to the
Evangelical Lutherans in supporting gay marriage just so long
as “marriage” is not used; Unitarian Universalist Association
is pro-gay marriage; the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan
Community Churches is pro-gay marriage; the United Church of
Christ also supports gay marriage.

Second,  over  100  faith-based  organizations,  listed  on  the
website of Vote NO on Prop 8, support gay marriage and worked
hard to defeat Prop 8.

Third,  though  there  are  many  religions  opposed  to  gay
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marriage, there is nothing analogous to the coordinated effort
of the National Religious Leadership Roundtable—it enlists the
aid of all the aforementioned religions, and even includes
Quakers, Baptists, Eastern Orthodox and Methodist members.

In short, if they want to drag religion into the trial, let’s
have an honest debate and not rely on homosexual activists and
academics for data.


