REQUEST MADE TO ALTER “GAY
JESUS” SCRIPT

This fall, the Manhattan Theatre Club is scheduled to produce
a Terrence McNally play, “Corpus Christi,” that makes
reference to Jesus having sex with the twelve apostles. Last
week, the Catholic League voiced its objections to the play
and is now asking playwright McNally, winner of three Tonys,
to alter the script. Below is the text of the letter that
Catholic League president William Donohue sent to McNally
yesterday:

“In your upcoming play, ‘Corpus Christi,’ the script calls for
an offstage comment by the apostles regarding their having sex
with Jesus. As you know, this part of your work is deeply
offensive to Christians. That is why I am asking you to delete
any such reference from the script.

“If this part of the play is not central to your work, then
you should have no problem honoring this request. On the other
hand, if you insist that you must not excise this segment
because it is integral to the play, then the intent and effect
of ‘Corpus Christi’ will be evident for all to see.

“You have earned a reputation for being a creative playwright.
Surely your status would not suffer by acceding to this
request, and indeed it may well be enhanced. The obverse,
however, is also true: by failing to amend the script, you
will have sent a message to the public that is hardly
endearing.

“In the spirit of civility and community, I appeal to you to
make the requested change. Thank you for your consideration.”

The Catholic League looks forward to Mr. McNally’s reply.
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