OBAMA’S CATHOLIC
ADVISORS-DONOHUE’'S REPLY

The initial controversy over Sen. Barack Obama’s Catholic
advisors is addressed in the Catalyst article, which can be
accessed by clicking here. The group’s response can be found
by clicking here. Please see Bill Donohue’s rejoinder below.

“The reason I mentioned only public officials who are part of
Sen. Obama’s Catholic National Advisory Council is the same
reason I chose just three public policy issues: voting tallies
are available on these advisors (but not on the others) and on
these three issues. If I knew more about the others, no doubt
some would have made the cut.

“It is more than embarrassing—it is shocking—to read how these
Catholics view abortion. The Catholic Church regards abortion,
as well as embryonic stem cell research, as ‘intrinsically
evil.’' But not these folks. For them, abortion is merely ‘a
profound moral issue.’

“Sadly, it has been apparent for years that many who fancy
themselves ‘progressive’ Catholics do not treat abortion the
way they do racial discrimination. No one in his right mind
says that the best way to combat racial discrimination is by
changing people’s hearts and minds, not the law. Which is why
we do both. But when it comes to abortion-including partial-
birth abortion—-the progressives settle for dialogue.

“It is so nice to know that Obama thinks abortion ‘presents a
profound moral challenge.’ Is infanticide another ‘profound
moral challenge’? To wit: When he was in the Illinois state
senate he led the fight to deny health care to babies born
alive who survived an abortion. That, my friends, is not a
moral challenge—it’s a Hitlerian decision.”
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