NYC HOUSES OF WORSHIP NEED
PROTECTION

Bill Donohue

Houses of worship need enhanced protection these days from
anti-religious bigots. In recent times, virtually every major
religion has had some of their houses of worship vandalized or
invaded. Moreover, congregants have been subjected to taunts
and threats. At stake is the First Amendment right to freely
practice our religion.

While this is a nation-wide problem, it is a pressing concern
to New Yorkers. Jews, in particular, have been targeted more
than any religious group. What happened last November was
despicable. Two hundred protesters showed up outside
Manhattan’s Park East Synagogue holding vile anti-Jewish
signs. They also yelled vicious comments at Jews going to
synagogue, taunting them ferociously. This was totally
unprovoked and totally indefensible.

Fortunately, the New York City Council elected a Speaker in
January who is standing up against these bullies. Julie Menin
is leading the fight against attacks on all houses of worship.
I wrote to her today expressing our support for her efforts,
requesting we play an active role. She is being sent recent
news releases I have written on this subject.

Included in this batch are statements I have made about Mayor
Zohran Mamdani. As you can see, his religious messaging 1is
very troubling, and his penchant for hiring religious bigots
is just as ominous. This does not bode well for the future,
which is why the Catholic League supports Speaker Menin’s call
for legislation that would provide greater protection for
houses of worship.

The First Amendment means nothing unless it is enforced. That
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means that those who seek to undermine religious liberty must
be defeated. The Catholic League is delighted to join the
fight.



