NFL SIDES WITH BIGOTS

This is the article that appeared in the June 2024 edition of Catalyst,
our monthly journal. The date that prints out reflects the day that it
was uploaded to our website. For a more accurate date of when the article
was first published, check out the news release, here.

The National Football League (NFL) sided with the anti-
Catholic bigots in the Harrison Butker controversy. Speaking
of the Kansas City football player, the NFL said, “His views
are not those of the NFL as an organization.” It cited its
allegiance to inclusion.

Bill Donohue wrote a stinging letter to NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell. “So by stigmatizing Butker—-in effect excluding
him—for defending Catholic moral theology, you are flexing
your inclusion muscles? Nice to know what you think about
Catholicism—that is the real issue. Too bad you couldn’t cite
a single sentence that was objectionable.”

Donohue then listed several instances where the NFL showed its
duplicity, beginning with his letter to Goodell in 2011 about
his decision to invite Madonna to perform at the 2012 Super
Bowl. Donohue reminded Goodell that in 2004 it disinvited a
rap singer from performing during the halftime of the Pro Bowl
game because of his sexist lyrics.

Donohue drew a comparison with the NFL’s handling of Madonna,
citing her repeated mocking of “the heart and soul of
Christianity: Jesus, Our Blessed Mother, the Eucharist and the
Crucifixion.” But none of that mattered.

Earlier this year the NFL gave a platform to an anti-Catholic
organization, GLAAD, during the Super Bowl. This is the same
group that heralded the decision of the Dodgers to honor the
Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence, a viciously anti-Catholic
group.

Goodell’s phoniness is matched only by his tolerance for anti-


https://www.catholicleague.org/nfl-sides-with-bigots/
https://www.catholicleague.org/news-archive/

Catholicism.



