
MTV’S “THE REAL WORLD” SLAMS
CATHOLICISM
The sixth season premiere of MTV’s “The Real World” opened
July 16 with an attack on Catholicism. The show features a
group of strangers from various backgrounds who come to work
and live together. Two of the seven characters are identified
as Catholics; curiously, we learn nothing of the religious
affiliation  of  the  other  five.  What  we  do  learn  is  that
Catholicism is viewed with disdain. Here is a sample:

The roommate of a Catholic woman says that discussions
about the Catholic Church make her “scared.”
The  same  person  admits  that  she  is  proudly  anti-
Christian because the Church is “really bad for women.”
A “Virgin Mary night light” is dubbed “kind of funny” by
the owner.
Catholicism is labeled “dogmatic Christianity.”
The Catholic woman is accused of trying to bring her
values into the bedroom; she is also targeted by the
group as a candidate that “we’re gonna corrupt.”

William Donohue commented on the show today:

“MTV has often been criticized for showing bad taste, but its
latest venture into Catholic bashing surpasses its previous
decadence. None of the attacks on Catholicism can be seen as
merely controversial commentary, for if that were the case
then other groups would be selected for ridicule as well. No,
this is calculated old-fashioned anti-Catholicism.

“No doubt the reason that Catholicism is made the butt of such
derision has to do with the contrasting values that MTV and
the Church have: MTV’s hedonistic message is constantly being
challenged  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  that  is  not
something the trendy-types can stand.
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“It is our hope that TV media critics take due note of MTV’s
latest foray against elementary standards of decency. The more
the public learns of MTV’s bigotry, the less likely they will
be to support it. We hope to do our part by contacting the
program’s sponsors.”


