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Anthony Foti is the web designer that keeps our website firing
on full cylinders. He is a man of deep faith. He and his
family attend the Latin Mass, and together with his wife, he
has instilled the Catholic faith deep in the hearts of his
children. But last year, Anthony and his family’s faith would
get them through tragedy and triumph.

Their  ordeal  started  around  Easter  last  year.  The  Foti
household  came  down  with  some  illness.  It  seemed  pretty
standard, and about a week later, it seemed like it had run
its course. However, it lingered in his young daughter Maria.

They  took  Maria  to  the  pediatrician  several  times  due  to
ongoing fever and unusual pain in her back. Maria underwent
strep and blood count tests and all the normal stuff you would
do  for  a  child  with  a  virus.  During  that  week,  Maria
complained of back pains, which progressively got worse, but
they were not constant leading her pediatrician to believe it
was body aches that you get from being sick.

But by Sunday, April 7, this back pain appeared to be more
than just a body ache. Maria woke up complaining of severe
back pain and a stiff neck. They quickly took Maria to the
hospital where she had a few exams and was sent home.

By the next morning, her condition had deteriorated. Maria
could not stand up. They took her back to the hospital. This
time the tests revealed Maria had an extremely high bacteria
count in her system, and an MRI uncovered a massive abscess
along six of her spinal disks, which was causing compression
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on  her  spinal  cord.  Maria  was  transferred  to  Cohen’s
Children’s Hospital where a pediatric neurosurgeon awaited to
perform emergency spinal surgery.

While Anthony waited during those agonizing hours, he prayed
with all his might. As family and friends reached out to help,
he asked them to pray for Maria. A home cooked dinner is
appreciated,  but  what  Maria  really  needed  now  was  their
prayers he told them.

After several grueling hours, the head neurosurgeon came out
to speak with Anthony and his wife. The surgeon informed them
that he was able to remove the abscess from Maria’s spine, but
she would be completely paralyzed from the waist down. The
surgeon said he was not particularly religious, but if they
were praying people, they should start praying.

Anthony threw his whole heart and soul into those prayers. He
constantly prayed the Rosary, beseeching the Blessed Mother
for aid. He asked every saint he could think of to intercede
on behalf of his daughter. A cousin reached out to let Anthony
know that she had access to a first class relic of St. Gemma
Galgani, the patron saint of back surgery, and she would bring
it to him so that Maria could pray with it. Interestingly, the
feast  of  St.  Gemma  coincided  with  Maria’s  stay  in  the
hospital, and what happened next, Anthony attributes to the
intercession of St. Gemma.

Approximately 24 hours after the surgery, Maria started to
wiggle her toes. According to all the doctors and the experts,
she should not have been able to do that. But she was, and
later that night she was able to lift her knee up. A few days
later, Maria was able to walk with assistance. Her medical
team was astounded by her speedy recovery.

On April 12, Maria had a follow-up MRI. Anthony remembers
waiting beside his little girl and praying the Rosary with all
his strength. He felt this awe come over him as though the



Mysteries were coming to life. Suddenly, he saw Maria in the
MRI kicking and moving her lower body as if she was re-growing
the synapses, and he knew that God was healing her. He prayed
even harder.

The neurosurgeon began calling Maria the “Miracle Girl.” Even
he was convinced Maria’s recovery was more than just modern
medicine at work. On April 17, Maria was discharged from the
hospital. She would go on to an inpatient rehab facility where
she would spend 10 days. By the end of April, Maria was home
with her family.

She would continue on with physical therapy for the rest of
the year. At one of her appointments, an infectious disease
doctor wanted to see how she was recovering. He told Anthony
that what Maria had was extremely rare. In fact, there were
only  22  cases  of  pediatric  epidural  abscess  in  medical
literature. When he saw Maria moving around he was amazed.

A  couple  months  later,  Maria  was  being  evaluated  by  a
neuropsychologist.  After  reading  her  medical  history,  the
doctor was amazed that Maria could move around normally. This
expert asked Anthony a very familiar question: were they, by
chance, religious?

It has been a year since Maria’s sickness, and she has made a
full recovery. While the secular experts cannot explain it,
those of us who keep the Catholic faith can see the hand of
Providence in her recovery. As it says in James [5:15], “And
the prayer of faith will save the sick person, and the Lord
will raise him up.”




