LEFTISTS ATTACK RELIGIOUS
LIBERTY IN EUROPE

This is the article that appeared in the January/February 2025 edition of
Catalyst, our monthly journal. The date that prints out reflects

the day that it was uploaded to our website. For a more accurate date of

when the article was first published, check out the news release, here.

The Observatory on Intolerance and Discrimination against
Christians in Europe (OIDAC Europe) annually collects data on
the state of religious liberty. Its latest report garnered
media coverage on both sides of the Atlantic, but most of it
was simply a tally of offenses committed against Christians;
the motives of the perpetrators were given scant coverage. Had
they probed more deeply, they would have reported on the
oversized role played by militant secularists.

Given that most of the major media outlets in North America
and Europe are left-of-center, this outcome is not surprising.
It seems clear that this was less an oversight than a
calculated decision.

In the nearly 15 years that OIDAC Europe has been documenting
anti-Christian hate crimes, there has been a steady increase
in the number of incidents; they range from vandalism to
murder. The researchers found there were 2,444 anti-Christian
hate crimes in 35 European countries last year, including 232
personal attacks on Christians. France, the United Kingdom and
Germany posted the worst records.

Who's mostly responsible? The 2024 Report says most of the
attacks were done by (a) radical Islamists (b) those who were
anti-religious and (c) those who identify with the radical
left. The latter two categories combine for the large share of
the offenses, and although the Report does not say so
explicitly, those two demographic groups are representative of
militant secularists.
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A review of the types of offenses detailed by the Report
validates this conclusion. Radical Muslims are not the biggest
threat to religious 1liberty in Europe; it 1is left-wing
radicals who harbor an animus against Christianity. It should
be mentioned that much the same kind of persecution is taking
place in Canada and in the United States.

For example, those who follow traditional Christian teachings
were discriminated against by losing their jobs, being
subjected to unfounded investigations, the closing of bank
accounts, humiliation and bullying.

“Expressing religious convictions such as ‘marriage is a union
between one man and one woman,’ or ‘human life begins at
conception,'” were among the reasons Christians lost their
jobs. Those are the kinds of beliefs that trigger militant
secularists on the left to act, not radical Islamists (they
are more prone to strike out against converts to
Christianity).

The Report also found that “In the context of employment,
Christians who expressed traditional views, were often
reported by activists, subjected to disciplinary
hearings—which some described as interrogations about their
personal beliefs—and subsequently dismissed.” Left-wing
activists fit the bill completely.

Here’s how discrimination on the basis of traditional moral
beliefs works. “Any mention of faith in a CV precludes one
from an interview. My yearly assessment was lowered because I
spoke of Christ.” That is precisely the type of bullying that
secular activists are very good at.

Besides the workplace, traditional Christians are being
targeted in the universities. “This perception seems to stem
mainly from a hostile attitude towards Christianity among
students from the political 1left and from negative
preconceptions about Christians that are attributed to anyone



who professes the Christian faith.” That says it all.

Some Christian haters in Europe have gone so far as to punish
praying in public. They even attack those who pray silently.
Christians are being interrogated by the police, fined and
prosecuted if they pray outside an abortion clinic.

Adam Smith-Connor is an army veteran and father. He was found
guilty in October 2024 by a British court after “praying
silently in his own mind in a public area in a so-called
‘buffer zone,’' because at one point his head was seen slightly
bowed and his hands were clasped.” That was it. In Northern
Ireland a woman who was caught peacefully praying by the
roadside now faces up to six months in prison if found guilty.

In May, another person who was simply standing on a public
street corner in a “buffer zone” in Birmingham was asked by
the police, “Are you here to pray for the lives of unborn
children?” By the way, these “buffer zones” include private
homes: it is against the law in Scotland for private home
owners to display pro-life signs if they can be seen within
200 meters of the premises.

This is the kind of thing we would expect from the dictators
in North Korea, not democratically elected officials 1in
Europe.

Transgenderism is all the rage in Europe. They are now banning
teachers in the U.K. for “misgendering” a transgender pupil,
meaning they are punishing teachers for calling a boy a boy
and a girl a girl even when the boys and girls falsely claim
that they are of the opposite sex.

In Switzerland, the government took a couple’s 16-year-old
daughter from her parents and placed her in a state home
because the parents objected to her “gender transition.”

This 1s the mark of totalitarians, and it 1s not radical
Islamists who are doing it. It is the work of militant left-



wing secularists who hate Christianity.

They are locking up the wrong people in Europe.



