LAUGHING AT ABORTION

This is the article that appeared in the December 2024 edition of
Catalyst, our monthly journal. The date that prints out reflects
the day that it was uploaded to our website. For a more accurate date of
when the article was first published, check out the news release, here.

Can abortion be funny? Some think so. While most liberals
would not agree that it is, it remains true that the only ones
who do are secular liberals. Some are prominent Americans. If
they are not mocking pro-lifers, they are joking about
abortion.

On October 17, Vice President Kamala Harris mocked Christian
students, much to the applause of her fans. When Harris began
to defend abortion at a Wisconsin rally, two young people
shouted, “Christ is King.” She could have let it go. Instead,
she berated them.

“You guys are at the wrong rally.” As is her wont, she laughed
heartily, and the crowd loved it. Yet when pro-Hamas
protesters shout her down, she simply insists on her free
speech rights. But on this occasion, that was obviously deemed
inadequate. These were Christians—they deserved to be
belittled.

Recently, Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer insulted Catholics by
going for the jugular—-she ridiculed the Eucharist. We made
sure everyone found out about it. Then she lied about what she
did. What was not generally reported was how she reacted when
the subject of abortion came up.

Liz Plank, the podcaster with whom Whitmer mocked Holy
Communion, said to the governor, “Okay, and you have two
daughters. When they come back home and they leave their
Stanley Cups lying around, do you ever think about getting a
post-birth abortion?” Whitmer broke out into uncontrollable
laughter, saying, “Thank you for raising that because there is
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no such thing.”

In fact, there is. Babies are born alive as a result of a
botched abortion. Some not only live to tell their story, they
have organized to inform Americans about it. Yet Whitmer
thinks it'’s funny. If she had any guts she would confront
these survivors face-to-face, and then share her sense of
humor with them.

Less well known pro-abortion advocates think the same way.
About a decade ago, some male students at Hunter College in
New York City decided to play a game mocking abortion. They
stuffed balloons under their shirts, pretending to be
pregnant, and then used plastic forks and knives on each other
to pop the balloons. Students yelled, “Kill that baby! Kill
it!”

Four years ago a girl went on TikTok bragging about her second
abortion. Two years ago she was outdone by Alison Leiby. She
performed a comedy show, “Oh God, a Show About Abortion.” It
was a celebration of her recent abortion. Why did she do it?
“I wrote the show to help people understand and laugh about
abortion.” That way more women will find it easier to make the
decision to abort their child, and may even get a good chuckle
out of it.

Almost as bad as these people are those with whom they live
and work and refuse to confront them. Many of them know it is
sick to laugh about abortion, but they don’t want to appear
“judgmental.” But that in itself is a judgment.

Our society has become increasingly debased. When abortion 1is
treated as legitimate comedic fare, the most vulnerable among
us are next in line. History shows that desensitizing the
population yields ugly results.



