ISLAMISTS ON THE WAR PATH
DURING HOLY WEEK

Bill Donohue

Islamists, or Muslim extremists, are on the war path again
slaughtering Christians in Nigeria during Holy Week. It is an
annual event, though most people don’t know anything about it.
As usual, when Muslims wantonly kill Christians, it's either
ignored or lied about. None of this is a mistake.

On Palm Sunday, more than two dozen Christians were massacred
by jihadists. It occurred in Jos, a Christian city in Plateau
state, Nigeria. According to International Christian Concern,
at least 30 people were killed. Besides the BBC and the New
York Times, most of the mainstream media did not cover it.

Last year on Palm Sunday in Nigeria, at least 54 Christians
were massacred by Islamists in the village of Zikke, near Jos.
Over 100 households were destroyed and the entire village was
displaced. In 2024, more than 1,300 Christians were killed in
Plateau state alone: the majority were non-combatants—more
than 500 women and 260 children were wiped out, leaving 30,000
displaced.

The barbarians are mostly associated with Boko Haram, Islamic
State West African Province (ISWAP) and Fulani militants. They
are responsible for killing thousands of Christians and
destroying hundreds of churches. This has been going on in
earnest since 2009 when Boko Haram went on a rampage
slaughtering innocent Christians.

What has the United Nations done about this? It engages in
“diplomatic mediation.” Swell. And what does it do when the
next round of massacres occur? It engages in more “diplomatic
mediation.” Worse, it refuses to call a spade a spade,
eschewing any condemnation of Muslim extremists. It says the
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situation in Nigeria is “complex.”

The New York Times is working from the same playbook, branding
the situation there “complex.” It goes beyond the dodging of
the U.N. by criticizing those “who have falsely claimed that
there 1s a Christian genocide happening in Nigeria.” This has
also become the favorite talking point of the mainstream
media.

Where 1is the evidence that a Christian genocide is not taking
place in Nigeria? The Times provides a link to a story it ran
in January claiming that “Spotty research from a Christian
activist has been used by Republican lawmakers to justify U.S.
intervention in the country [Nigeria].”

In fact, this news story should be studied in journalism
classes as a classic case of how “spotty research” is done. It
focuses on the comments made by one guy, a screwdriver
salesman, who argues that Christians are being singled out for
slaughter. This is a red herring.

No serious scholar leans on anecdote for evidence. What about
the annual reports on human rights in Nigeria released by
Freedom House, Aid to the Church in Need, the U.S. Commission
on International Religious Freedom, U.S. State Department and
Open Doors?
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Regarding the latter, the Times blithely refers to it as “a
Christian advocacy group whose data has [sic] been cited by
Mr. Trump.” Does that make it invalid? Talk about “spotty
research.” Moreover, the paper never has a problem citing
reports issued by George Soros-funded entities.

Those who are closer to the problem are not fooled. In 2022,
Aid to the Church in Need said the situation in Nigeria
“clearly passes the threshold of genocide.” In 2025, local
leaders who witnessed the slaughter during Holy Week said it
was “a targeted act of genocide against the Christian
community.”
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After a truck ran over a gathering of Christians on Easter
Monday last year, killing six people, the initial police
report said it was due to “faulty brakes.” “However,” as one
reporter put it, “an investigation has now confirmed what the
participants already knew—that the driver, named as 28-year-
old Usman Mohammed, had deliberately plowed into the
marchers.”

The governor of Plateau state, commenting on what happened
during Holy Week in 2025, called it “genocide.” So did the
president of International Christian Concern. He said the
massacre was not a random event. He called it a “calculated”
attack by the Fulanis to “erase Christians from their
homeland.” He was explicit. “They roll in with AK-47s,
machetes and gasoline, and no one’s stopping them.”

Christians in Nigeria should not have to endure Easter every
year—they should be celebrating it. There is nothing complex
about what they are facing—it'’s the most violent expression of
anti-Christian bigotry imaginable.



