ESPN GETS THE MESSAGE: NO
MORE VERBAL ASSAULTS ON JESUS

Catholic League president Bill Donohue commented today on the
Dana Jacobson episode that took place at the January 11
celebrity roast of radio personalities Mike and Mike:

“On January 22, I said in a news release that ‘there is no
evidence that ESPN is taking this matter seriously.’ I am
happy to say that after speaking to two ESPN officials today,
and having learned more about exactly what happened, that they
are in fact taking this matter seriously. Indeed, I am
convinced that what occurred at the roast will not happen
again.

“To be sure, Jacobson’s remarks were patently offensive; no
one involved in this incident, including her, 1is maintaining
otherwise. But it is also true that there is no evidence that
what we are dealing with is a bigot—lots of people who have
made bigoted comments are not inveterate bigots. No, what we
are dealing with is a person who went off the rails while
drunk at a raucous event.

“The ESPN officials whom I spoke to answered the questions I
had to my satisfaction. Therefore, as far as the Catholic
League is concerned, this matter is over.”
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