COVER-UP AT NYT AND WASH POST

Catholic League president Bill Donohue

Clhe @he comments on editorials that appear today
New York Washington i, the New York Times and Washington
Cimes Post Post:

Both of these newspapers misstate the facts, fail to mention
relevant data, and then make unfair accusations against the
Catholic Church on the issue of sexual abuse.

Both newspapers today editorialize on the subject of
“pedophile priests.” It is one of the biggest myths of our
time that the Catholic Church has had a problem with pedophile
priests: as the John Jay College for Criminal Justice showed
in its 2011 report on this subject, less than 5 percent of the
abusers were pedophiles. In almost all cases, the victims were
adolescent males who were inappropriately touched by
homosexual priests. Both newspapers cover this up, thus
perpetuating a lie.

Today’'s New York Times criticizes Timothy Cardinal Dolan for
opposing legislation by Assemblywoman Margaret Markey which
would lift the statute of limitations for one year on civil
lawsuits involving the sexual abuse of a minor. Once again, we
have a cover-up: what the editorial does not say is that this
bill does not apply to the public schools.

Today's Washington Post adds to the cover-up by pretending
that the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests (SNAP)
is a legitimate organization that is being harassed by the
Church. But anyone who has read the report we issued last year
on inside information that was obtained from a SNAP conference
knows that it is driven by raw hatred of Catholicism and
intentionally manipulates the media. Also, the deposition from
earlier this year of SNAP’s leader shows beyond a doubt that
he lies to the media, and that he counsels alleged victims
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without a license in a coffee house.

Moreover, 85 Orthodox Jews from Brooklyn have recently been
arrested for the sexual abuse of minors and yet neither
newspaper reports on this.

Contact Andrew Rosenthal at the Times: andyr@nytimes.com

Contact Fred Hiatt at the Post: fredhiatt@washpost.com
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