
CHURCH INVASIONS ARE NOTHING
NEW

Bill Donohue

The invasion of Cities Church in St. Paul, Minnesota rightly
triggered a visceral response on the part of people across
religious communities. These Nazi-like tactics have also taken
place in Catholic churches and Jewish synagogues. If there is
one Catholic church that is singled out for protest, it is St.
Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City.

Here is a list of some of the famous invasions. We are not
counting incidences committed by mentally disturbed people.

“Stop the Church” AIDS/abortion protest (December 10, 1989):

During  a  Sunday  Mass  celebrated  by  Cardinal  John
O’Connor, members of the militant homosexual activist
group ACT UP (AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power), and the
Women’s  Health  Action  and  Mobilization  (WHAM!),
infiltrated  the  cathedral  as  part  of  the  “Stop  the
Church”  demonstration.  They  disrupted  the  service  by
shouting  slogans  against  the  Church’s  opposition  to
abortion and sex education policies in public schools.
They lay down in aisles, chained themselves to pews, and
desecrated  a  consecrated  Eucharist.  Cardinal  O’Connor
was forced to abandon his sermon. Dozens of protestors
were  inside  the  church,  and  over  4,500  protesters
demonstrated outside; over 100 were arrested.

Radio stunt (Aug. 15, 2002):

“Shock jocks” Opie and Anthony encouraged listeners to
have sex in risky places, and two of them had sex during
the day in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, on a holy day of
obligation, in front of men, women and children. It was
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a staged event, arranged by the radio hosts: they had
comedian Paul Mercurio inside the Cathedral so he could
give a graphic description of the stunt on his cell
phone. The Catholic League contacted the FCC and Viacom,
the media giant that owned the host station. In due
course, the radio show was cancelled and the “shock
jocks” were fired.

Animal-rights activists (March 27, 2016):

Six animal rights activists from the group Collectively
Free interrupted the noon Easter Sunday Mass during a
moment of silence. They stood up and chanted “Easter is
a time for love! No more shedding animal blood!” to
protest  animal  exploitation  and  the  consumption  of
Easter ham. One of the protesters was arrested.

George Floyd Protests (May 30, 2020):

During  the  Black  Lives  Matter  protests,  protesters
spray-painted the F-word, “BLM,” “NYPDK” along with the
phrase  “no  justice,  no  peace”  on  the  facade  of  the
Cathedral. One of the stairs was also spray-painted with
George  Floyd’s  name.  Two  people  were  charged  the
following  month  for  the  crime.

New Year’s Protest (January 1, 2021):

On New Year’s Day 2021, police officers responding to a
protest on Fifth Avenue found the acronym “ACAB” tagged
on the cathedral. Video from the scene shows protesters
blocking two NYPD cruisers and banging on the hood of
one, and shouting expletives at officers. No arrests
were made.

Transgender Funeral (February 15, 2024):

Cecilia Gentili was a man who falsely claimed to be a
woman. He was also an illegal alien, a drug addict, a
prostitute,  a  trans  activist,  and  an  atheist.  At



Gentili’s funeral service at St. Patrick’s Cathedral,
transgender activists dressed as hookers, disrupted the
Mass by dancing in the aisles, sang “Ave Cecilia” when
“Ave Maria” was sung, and shouted, “St. Cecilia, Mother
of  All  Whores.”  Cardinal  Dolan  ordered  a  Mass  of
Reparation be held as a response to this vile incident.

Gaza ceasefire protest (March 30, 2024):

Three  pro-Palestinian  protesters  affiliated  with
Extinction Rebellion interrupted the Easter Vigil Mass
by  standing  front  and  center,  unfurling  a  banner
reading,  “SILENCE  =  DEATH.”  They  shouted  “Free
Palestine” and demanded a ceasefire in Gaza. They were
dragged out by security, and all three were arrested.

There have also been incredibly obscene incidents like the
1994 parade up Fifth Avenue marking the 25th Anniversary of
the Stonewall riot. Men and women went naked in front of St.
Patrick’s Cathedral, masturbated in the street, engaged in
Satanic  dances  and  extended  their  middle  finger  at  the
Cathedral.

Catholics who are angry about some issue do not act this way.
But militant secularists have no respect for boundaries, do
not believe in dialogue and are not averse to using violence
to further their goals. They are a menace to society, and too
many members of the ruling class refuse to condemn them.


