
CHURCH INVASION IN ST. PAUL;
WE RESPOND WITH VIGOR
The  church  invasion  that  took  place  at  Cities  Church  on
January 18 in St. Paul, Minnesota was a flagrant violation of
constitutional law, federal law and common decency. It is the
kind of behavior associated with totalitarian regimes, not
democracies.  Yet  the  outcry  from  all  quarters—government,
religious, civic, educational, the media—was miniscule.

The purported cause for action was to register disapproval of
David Easterwood, one of the pastors of this Southern Baptist
church; he heads the local office of ICE.

Nine of the church invaders were charged with entering the
church  “in  a  coordinated  takeover-style  attack,”  and  for
engaging  in  “acts  of  oppression,  intimidation,  threats,
interference,  and  physical  obstruction.”  The  indictment
alleges that “the pastor and the congregation were forced to
terminate the Church’s worship services,” and had to flee out
of fear for their safety.

One  of  the  defendants  disrupted  the  church  service  by
screaming, “This ain’t God’s house. This is the house of the
devil.” He got in the face of a mother and her two young
children, chiding her for not supporting the church invasion.
He said to child congregants, “Do you know your parents are
Nazis? They’re going to burn in hell.”

One of those arrested was Don Lemon. The former journalist and
failed CNN pundit claims he was a disinterested observer, and
not part of the organized protest.

The indictment says otherwise. Lemon met at a shopping center
with all the other defendants to make plans about invading the
church. He did not just stumble on the scene of the crime.
Instructions were given by the organizers of the invasion; one
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of those arrested admitted Lemon was in on the planning. Also,
he tried to intimidate the pastor and obstructed congregants
from leaving the church.

The list of politicians and civil rights organizations that
have  nothing  but  contempt  for  the  right  to  worship  is
astounding.  See  p.  4.

Notice that none of them even give a nod to the egregious
violation of the “free exercise of religion.” They are framing
this as purely a free speech issue.

In response to this incredible assault on religious liberty,
the Catholic League embarked on a four-prong campaign: we
asked  the  public  to  support  Rep.  Buddy  Carter’s  House
Resolution  condemning  the  church  invasion;  we  contacted
President Trump’s Religious Freedom Commission; we contacted
the Department of Justice; we asked President Trump to support
funding for enhanced police protection of Christian churches
(97%  of  the  deadly  incidents  in  a  house  of  worship  that
occurred between 2000 and 2024 were in Christian churches).

The timid response to the church invasion is troubling. We
responded with vigor.


