
CHRISTMAS  FOES  CONFRONTED;
STRUGGLE CONTINUES
For the past few years, it has become increasingly evident
that the foes of Christmas are on the run. Not that the War on
Christmas is over—it is not—but it is clear that our side is
pushing back with vigor.

When Wisconsin decided to revert back to calling the Christmas
tree  in  the  Capitol  Rotunda  a  Christmas  tree,  no  one
complained. But when Rhode Island Gov. Lincoln Chafee stood
fast in branding it a “Holiday” tree, he was met with a strong
protest (pushed by us).

Freedom From Religion Foundation sought to counter the display
of a nativity scene in Athens, Texas with one of its mocking
statements, and the result was that 5,000 people took to the
streets  in  support  of  the  crèche  on  the  grounds  of  the
Henderson County Courthouse. Similarly, hundreds of residents
in Ellwood City, Pennsylvania turned out to rally in support
of their crèche.

The bottom line was unmistakable. In every instance when the
people got mobilized, they did so in support of Christmas.
There was not a single example to the contrary: the anti-
Christmas folks amount to nothing more than a few atheist
organizations and their lawyers.

After learning that David Silverman of American Atheists said
that he believes there are many Christians who are really
atheists,  Bill  Donohue  answered  by  saying  that  he  has  it
backwards: many atheists are really Christians, though they
don’t  know  it.  To  that  end,  he  instituted  an  “Adopt  An
Atheist” campaign. The goal of this initiative was to put
Christians in contact with the chapters of American Atheists,
hoping to win them over. Our campaign was met with predictable
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mean-spiritedness.

Some  of  the  antics  used  to  smash  Christmas  bordered  on
insanity. In a school in California, they literally banned
poinsettias, Santa and Christmas trees. Though all are secular
symbols,  school  officials  said  they  were  too  closely
associated with Christianity. In their wisdom, they allowed
snowmen and snowflakes. And these people are educators.

In a South Carolina health center, they even gave a volunteer
Santa the heave-ho.

We also had some light-hearted fun. When we found out that
some diversity experts were advising companies to designate
managers to police the behavior of employees at Christmas
parties, we answered by calling for an open bar and designated
managers to monitor the teetotalers.

If there is one personality quality that organized atheists
share, it is their humorlessness. They not only miss out on
the meaning and joy of Christmas, they sulk all day long. It’s
who they are.


