CHRISTMAS FOES ADVANCE; OUR
SIDE PUSHES BACK

Every December the Catholic League 1s embroiled in the never-
ending war on Christmas, and this past Christmas season was no
exception. However, there were two important differences: foes
of Christmas changed strategies and our side fought back with
vigor.

The usual tactic employed by the enemies of Christmas has been
to access the law: they prefer to go directly into federal
district court seeking to ban nativity scenes on public
property, or to censor Christmas songs from being sung in the
schools by threatening legal action. While this gambit 1is
still used, the most popular method this time around was to
promote “contrived competition.”

Basically, what this comes down to is an attempt to neuter
Christmas by celebrating every conceivable holiday or event
that occurs in December. Indeed, it even goes beyond this by
heralding every racial, ethnic, religious and cultural group
worldwide. The goal, under the rubric of promoting diversity,
is to deny the central role that Christmas plays in the life
of most Americans every December. It is a scam, and nothing
more.

The good news is that our side fought back all over the
nation. From the state of Washington where the governor
allowed militant atheists to foist their hate speech on the
public, to Long Island, New York where a village turned a
Christmas tradition into an all-inclusive holiday event,
Catholics and Protestants fought back by filing lawsuits,
staging protests and withdrawing sponsorship.

None of these assaults on Christmas happened purely because of
groups Llike the ACLU. It happened because millions of
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Americans, including Christians, have been indoctrinated into
thinking that the celebration of Christmas should be a mostly
private affair. They have been made to feel defensive about
their own holiday.

The willingness to fight back occurred because millions of
other Americans have had it with attempts to stymie Christmas.
They picked up their cultural cudgels in a way not previously
seen, giving hope that this perennial culture-war event may
yet be won.

There are still those, mostly in the media, who try to pretend
that there isn’t a war on Christmas. But as this issue
of Catalyst discloses, it is no myth. Moreover, the violence
that takes place—in the form of vandalizing religious statues
and trashing church grounds—is testimony to the ferocity of
our adversaries.

As always, the media courted a response from the Catholic
League, and as always, we didn’t let them down.



