CHRISTMAS BATTLE ENSUES; WE
PREVAIL

This is the article that appeared in the January/February 2025 edition of
Catalyst, our monthly journal. The date that prints out reflects

the day that it was uploaded to our website. For a more accurate date of

when the article was first published, check out the news release, here.

In recent years the Christmas wars have subsided, though each
year there are some ugly incidents. This year we got involved
in what could have been a legal showdown, but ended mostly on
our terms.

On December 12, we were contacted by a Catholic League member
who sought to have a nativity scene displayed in the lobby of
his cooperative building in Larchmont, New York, a town in
Westchester.

The lobby had a Christmas tree and a menorah. His request was
denied. When he was told that the nativity scene was a
religious symbol and could not be displayed, he pointed out
that the menorah was also a religious symbol. He was told they
didn’t see it that way.

That same day, Bill Donohue wrote a letter to the Property
Manager, sending a copy to the president of the board of
directors and a Catholic League attorney (see p. 4). The
letter was sent priority mail, UPS, and was delivered by 10:00
a.m. on December 13.

They were given until December 17 to answer. We heard from
their lawyers that day. The board of directors of the Coop
decided to pull the Christmas tree and the menorah from the
lobby, thus making the charge of religious discrimination
moot.

There are three ways they could have ruled on this issue:
allow the nativity scene; pull the menorah; or keep the
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menorah and prohibit the nativity scene. The first two options
are declarations of neutrality, treating the Christian and the
Jewish symbols equally. The latter would have triggered a
lawsuit.

We hasten to add that the two neutral decisions are not
morally equal. To allow both religious symbols would be an
expression of tolerance. To deny both is an expression of
intolerance. They chose the intolerant route.

They would rather deny Jews their rights before extending
equal rights to Christians. Telling.

Atheist organizations and Satanic groups were busy in other
parts of the country.

Atheists in Rhode Island tried to compete with a traditional
Christmas display by featuring an array of silly secular
symbols in the state capitol. A pagan ministry sought to march
in a Christmas parade in Parkersburg, West Virginia, backed by
an atheist group.

Satanists in Iowa hosted the “Satanic Holiday Joy at the Iowa
State Capitol,” and another band of Satanists installed a
demonic idol in the plaza across from the New Hampshire state
house in Concord.

These people are full of hate, which is the opposite of what
Christmas is—a demonstration of love.

We were happy to have played a role in sending these folks a
message—Christians will not shy from defending themselves.



