CHRISTIAN REFUGEES MERIT
PRIORITY STATUS

The following article written by Bill Donohue was recently
featured on CNSNews. com.

In November 2015, President Barack Obama told a G20 press
conference that proposals to give priority status to Christian
refugees from Syria were “shameful.” He said, “We do not have
a religious test for our compassion.” He recently criticized
President Donald Trump for making good on this initiative.

What is really shameful is Obama’s hypocrisy, and that of his
supporters. According to the logic of Trump’s critics, Obama
employed a religious test to keep Syrian Christian refugees
out of the United States, something that Trump is now seeking
to rectify. Moreover, those refugees were created, in large
part, by Obama’s failed Middle East policy.

Obama’s policy of giving priority status to Muslims was so
blatant that it caught the attention of U.S. Court of Appeals
Judge Daniel Manion.

In November, he voiced concern over the almost complete
absence of Christians among the Syrian refugees. He noted that
“of the nearly 11,000 refugees admitted by mid-September, only
56 were Christian.”

He further observed that “Perhaps 10 percent of the population
of Syria is Christian, and yet less than one-half of one
percent of Syrian refugees admitted to the United States this
year are Christian.”

It is not persuasive to say that Obama did not explicitly
employ a religious test against Christians. His defenders
cannot have it both ways. If Obama didn’t have a religious
test, then neither does Trump—there is no “Muslim ban.”
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Trump’s executive order was written to stop refugees from
Syria and six other Muslim-run nations—it did not single out
Muslims. And if it were a “Muslim ban,” then all nations that
are predominantly Muslim would have been named, but they were
not.

Should Christian refugees be given priority status?
Absolutely. There is one overriding reason: they are the most
persecuted people on earth.

It is not compassionate to treat every religion equally when
the distribution of the victims of religious persecution, and
the reasons for it, are so egregiously unequal. Millions of
Christians were murdered under Hitler, but they were not
targeted for genocide the way 6 million Jews were. That makes
a difference.

An Italian research institute, the Center for the Study of
Global Christianity, recently released a report on Christian
persecution worldwide finding that 90,000 Christians were
killed in 2016. It concluded that this means one Christian 1is
killed every six minutes.

Open Doors, the world’s largest outreach organization to
persecuted Christians, found that aside from North Korea, it
was in Muslim-run nations where Christians were most likely to
be victimized. The Islamic Republic of Pakistan [note the
name] killed more Christians because of their faith in 2016
than any other country.

The U.S. State Department’s Commission on International
Religious Freedom recorded in its 2016 annual report that
“More people are on death row or serving life sentences for
blasphemy in Pakistan than in any other country in the world.”
It detailed the violence of Muslim-run nations against
Christians.

Political scientist Abraham Miller has noted that the State
Department still uses an antiquated calculation when assessing



the victims of persecution: it limits its study to state
oppression, wholly ignoring terrorist entities such as ISIS.
This means, he said, that “their brutal persecution of
Christians does not give Christians special consideration as
refugees.”

Miller also pointed out that U.N. refugee camps are dominated
by Muslims, many of whom brutalize Christians. “In the refugee
camp in Jordan,” he said, “there are no Christians. In the
camps Christians are murdered, raped, and even kidnapped and
sold into slavery.”

Pew Research Center cited a survey from October where it found
that the majority of Americans believe the U.S. does not have
a responsibility to accept refugees from Syria. Of course,
decisions on such an important humanitarian subject cannot be
guided by polls alone—-moral issues demand presidential
leadership.

No matter, the survey results should temper those who are now
claiming that President Trump has opened Pandora’s box; he is
doing what the people want. Moreover, that box was opened by
Obama when he gave preferential treatment to Muslim refugees,
victims who were themselves victimized by his disastrous
foreign policy decisions.

Trump’s corrective is in direct response to these realities.



