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The Judeo-Catholic Commission


https://www.catholicleague.org/the-judeo-catholic-commission-2/

By Sr. Margherita Marchione, Ph.D.

(Paulist Press, 2000)
In the last 30 years, above all with the pontificate of John Paul II, giant steps have been made toward progress in dialogue between
Jews and Catholics. To prepare a serious scholarly analysis on Pius XII, several scholars were called to participate in a Commission
in order to examine the Vatican documents of the Holy See during the Second World War. This group’s assignment as scholars was to
analyze documents already published. The group consisted of three Catholics: Eva Fleischner, Gerald Fogarty, and John Morley; and
three Jews: Michael Marrus, Bernard Suchecky, and Robert Wistrich.

Marrus was interviewed by Paolo Mastrolilli, an Italian journalist. “We must not fall into the error of evaluating facts that

occurred more than 50 years ago with today’s sensitivity,” Marrus stated. ..”Vatican Council II has enormously changed relations

between Jews and Catholics, and therefore now certain attitudes may seem strange. During the period of Pius XII, the reality of the

times was different.”

According to Fogarty, “Pius XII believed more in diplomacy than in public declarations and he behaved himself accordingly. His

priority was to stop Nazism and for this reason he also accepted in silence the alliance with Russia, reserving for himself the fight

against Communism at a latter date. The American Secret Services have documents that judge in a very positive way the actions of the

Vatican during the war, but until now they have remained secret. The Holy See was careful to preserve its neutrality, but there

exists proofs of the help offered to several German generals, who in the Spring of 1940 had planned a plot to free themselves of

Hitler: therefore, what counts more, the public words of the Pope, or the acts accomplished to stop Nazism?”

Fogarty also said that “the panel has still not succeeded in overcoming the widespread myth in Anglo-Saxon culture which believes

that there are important unpublished documents in the Vatican Archives. If such files existed, other proofs of those documents would

have been found in the studies I have carried out in archives all over Europe.” In order to help his colleagues understand that the
opening of the Vatican Archives does not answer these questions definitively, he gave this example: “In the spring of 1940 there was
an attempt to oust Hitler by a group of generals who later tried to surrender to the English. The negotiations took place with the

Vatican’s mediation and the knowledge of Pius XII. However, there are no documents on this case in the Vatican.”

There was no guarantee that the Nazis would have respected the Vatican. One can readily understand that, when the Nazis occupied Rome

and the SS and the Gestapo were searching for Jews throughout the Rome area, it was necessary to destroy whatever documentation might

have affected Vatican neutrality.

Apparently, the Commission members did not research the existing material that would have answered, at least in part, some of the 47

questions. Some of this information may be found in other archives. A typical example is Number 44. It reads: “The Poles were major

victims of the Nazis. Members of the Polish Government in Exile in London and some Polish bishops were often very vocal in their
criticism of Pius XII's role. It has been reported that the Vatican commissioned the Jesuits to prepare a defense of its Polish
policy. Is this correct and, if so, may we see the report? More generally, the subject of Vatican-Polish relations is an essential
element for understanding the role of the Holy See during the Holocaust period and deserves further investigation in the Vatican
archives. Is there other pertinent information on this subject in the archives that is not in the volumes, and may we see it?”

Obviously the members of the Commission did not complete their homework. The documentation they requested may be found in the New
York Public Library. Indeed, millions of Jews and non-Jews were brutally victimized and exterminated by the Nazis. The document,

“Pope Pius and Poland,” published by The American Press should have enlightened the Commission members. Copies have been available.

With the imprimatur of Cardinal Francis J. Spellman, Archbishop of New York, this documentary outline of papal pronouncements and

relief efforts in behalf of Poland since 1939, was published in 1942, and made available at 10 cents per copy.

In the Foreword, Francis X. Talbot, S.J., editor-in-chief, states: “To those who love and seek the truth, here is the truth. History

will record the truth that Pope Pius XII stands united with Poland, as Poland and the Polish people everywhere are united with the

Pope.” This pamphlet is a schematic outline of the evidence available that shows the fatherly affection and deep understanding which

His Holiness revealed toward the Polish people. It is based on what has been published in newspapers and other periodicals or

announced on the radio. (See The New York Times, Vatican Radio and L’Osservatore Romano.)

The day after his election, March 3, 1939, Pius XII pleaded for peace and diplomatic efforts to prevent the outbreak of hostilities.
(See Acta Apostolicae Sedis, XXXI (1939), pp. 86, 87.) Other statements followed on Easter Sunday (Ibid., p. 145ff.) and June 2,
1939, to the Sacred College of Cardinals [See L’Osservatore Romano, June 3, 1939.]

On August 29, 1939, in his radio appeal Pius XII pleaded: “.Humanity craves justice, bread and liberty, not the sword that kills and
destroys. Christ is with us; for brotherly love was made by Him a solemn and fundamental commandment..” (Acta Apostolicae Sedis, XXXI,

1939, pp. 333, 335)

On August 31, 1939, the Pope called the ambassadors of Germany, France, Italy and Poland to his study and the Cardinal Secretary of

State distributed to each a copy of his pontifical message: “The Holy Father is unwilling to abandon the hope that the present
negotiations may issue in a just and peaceful solution such as the whole world continues to implore. In the name of God, therefore,

His Holiness exhorts the Governments of Germany and Poland to do everything possible to avoid incidents of every kind and to forego

every measure that might aggravate the present tension. He begs the Governments of England, France and Italy to second this request.

(Ibid., pp. 335-336)

Already on September 3, 1939, many Polish cities were burning and the country was bathed in blood and tears. The Pope received a
group of Polish refugees at Castelgandolfo and tried to comfort them, pointing out that the Fatherly Providence of God was the
fundamental guarantee of the indestructibility of the nation and of its rebirth after the passing calamities of the moment. Christ..
“one day will reward the tears you shed over your beloved dead, and over a Poland that shall never perish.” (Ibid., pp. 393-396)
The Commission questions Pius XII's reaction to Kristallnacht (“The Night of the Broken Glass”). Did the members read the articles in
the Vatican newspapers, L’Osservatore Romano, reporting on the anti-Jewish atrocities committed on Kristallnacht? This newspaper,
describing the crimes of November, 1938, with headlines such as, “Dopo le manifestazion antisemite in Germania,” and “La
ripercussione delle manifestazion antisemite in Germania,” was the voice of Pope Pius XII.

As Andrea Tornielli, in Il Giornale, November 13, 1998, points out: “It is ironic that Meir Lau, Israel’s Chief Rabbi, denounced the
silence of Pope Pius XII after Kristallnacht on November 9, 1938.” The Rabbi questioned: “Where was Pius XII in November of 1938.”
“Why didn’t he denounce the violence of that night?” Torniello writes: “Eugenio Pacelli was not yet Pope. He was in Rome, Secretary
of State to Pius XI who did not hesitate to condemn racial hatred during an audience, stating: Spiritually we are all Semites.” [The

Rabbi seems to have forgotten that Eugenio Pacelli had not yet been elected to the Chair of Peter which took place on March 2, 1939.]

What was Pacelli doing in the Vatican? Even before Kristallnacht he was assisting the Pontiff in writing the encyclical Mit brenneder

Sorge (March 14, 1937), with which the Catholic Church condemned Nazism. This was a denunciation that provoked Hitler’s anger. It was

written in German because the Vatican wanted it read in all the churches in Germany on Palm Sunday, March 21, 1937. In fact, the
following day, the National Socialist Party newspaper Volkischer Beobachter published a poisonous counterattack to the “Jewish God
and his vicar in Rome.”

Tornielli belongs to a group of Jewish and Christian writers who want to spread the truth. However, the difficulty lies with the fact

that prejudice regarding the “silence” of the Pontiff is a very popular theme. Apparently, the media refuses to acknowledge the
truth.

The facts cannot be denied. Sixty years ago on Kristallnacht, the Nazis destroyed 1,400 synagogues and stores belonging to Jewish
citizens in Germany and Austria. The following days German newspapers published statements by Lutheran theologians who, far from
condemning the violence, were pleased that the persecution began on Martin Luther’s birthday.

According to Andrea Tornielli’s article, Hitler’s followers executed the program found in Luther’s book Von den Juden und ihren
Lugen (1543), translated from German into Latin by Justus Jonas. In 1936 it was circulated in a version edited by the evangelical

theologian Dr. Linden. An Italian edition with commentary by Attilio Agnoletto, was published in 1997.

In this book, Luther advises that “under pain of death the Rabbis should not be allowed to teach and Jews should be denied the public

trust and safe-conduct.” He also states that “work should be imposed on all young and robust Jews, men and women, so that they will

earn their bread with the sweat of their brow.”

It is not difficult to imagine that the Nazis would find these words the legitimization of the concentration camps. But it is strange

that during the commemoration of Kristallnacht, the one to be accused has been Pope Pius XII. Instead, not a word about the
theologians who applauded and reprinted the ferocious anti-Jewish libel.
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By Sr. Margherita Marchione, Ph.D.

Pope Pius XII was not a German collaborator nor was he pro-Nazi. Neither was he inactive nor silent. As a member of the Catholic Church,

I resent the blatant accusations against the diplomacy of the Pope and the Church during World War II. This is not only indecent
journalism but it also an injustice toward a man who saved more Jews than any other person, including Oscar Schindler and Raoul

Wallenberg. Unfortunately even in the new Holocaust Museum at Battery Park in New York City the Pope is unjustly criticized. It is

historically inaccurate to charge him with “silence.”

Should the media be allowed to perpetuate such falsehoods? Documents prove that these misrepresentations are untrue. Pius XII spoke out
as much as he could, and was able to do more with actions than with words. To the very end, he was convinced that, should he denounce
Hitler publicly, there would be retaliation. And there was. Whenever protests were made, treatment of prisoners worsened immediately.
Robert Kempner, the American who served as deputy chief of the Nuremburg war-crimes tribunal, wrote: “All the arguments and writings

eventually used by the Catholic Church against Hitler only provoked suicide; the execution of Jews was followed by that of Catholic
priests.”

Pius XII-through his public discourses, his appeals to governments, and his secret diplomacy-was engaged more than any other individual

in the effort to curb the war and rebuild the peace. Documents show that Pius XII was in contact with the German generals who sought to
overthrow Hitler. Documents also show that the Jewish community received enormous help: Pius XII's personal funds ransomed Jews from
Nazis. Papal representatives in Croatia, Hungary, and Romania intervened to stop deportations. The Pope called for a peace conference

involving Italy, France, England, Germany, and Poland in 1939, in a last-minute bid to avert bloodshed.

An interesting document is the testimony of Albert Einstein who, disenchanted by the silence of universities and editors of newspapers

stated in Time magazine (December 23, 1940): “Only the Church stood squarely across the path of Hitler’s campaign for suppressing truth.

.The Church alone has had the courage and persistence to stand for intellectual truth and moral freedom.” Indeed, executing the

directives of Pope Pius XII, religious men and women opened their doors to save the Jews.

Never were the Jews and the Vatican so close as during World War II. The Vatican was the only place on the continent where they had any

friends. Pope Pius XII's response to the plight of the Jews was to save as many as possible. Yet little has been done to stop the

criticism of Pius XII that began in 1963, when Rolf Hochhuth portrayed him as a Nazi collaborator in the play “The Deputy.” In contrast

to the image suggested by this play, Vatican records indicate that the Church operated an underground railroad that rescued 800,000

European Jews from the Holocaust. After a careful study of available documents, whoever is interested in the truth will no longer

condemn the actions of Pope Pius XII's words and the Catholic Church during this tragic period.

An honest evaluation of Pope Pius XII's words and actions will exonerate him from false accusations and show that he has been unjustly

maligned. The Pope neither favored nor was favored by the Nazis. The day after his election (March 3, 1939), the Nazi newspaper,Berliner

Morganpost stated its position clearly: “the election of Cardinal Pacelli is not accepted with favor in Germany because he was always

opposed to Nazism.”

The New York Times editorial (December 25, 1942) was specific: “The voice of Pius XII is a lonely voice in the silence and darkness

enveloping Europe this Christmas..He is about the only ruler left on the Continent of Europe who dares to raise his voice at all.” The

Pope’s Christmas message was also interpreted in the Gestapo report: “in a manner never known before..the Pope has repudiated the

National Socialist New European Order [Nazism]. It is true, the Pope does not refer to the National Socialists in Germany by name, but

his speech is one long attack on everything we stand for. ..Here he is clearly speaking on behalf of the Jews.” Perhaps the rest of the

world should interpret the Pope’s words as they were meant and, undoubtedly, correctly understood by the Nazis, i.e.
ALWAYS OPPOSED TO NAZISM.

the Hebrew Commission—stated “Above all, we acknowledge the Supreme Pontiff and the religious men and women who, executing the
directives of the Holy Father, recognized the persecuted as their brothers and, with great abnegation, hastened to help them,
disregarding the terrible dangers to which they were exposed.” In 1958, at the death of Pope Pius XII, Golda Meir sent an eloquent
message: “We share in the grief of humanity. .When fearful martyrdom came to our people, the voice of the Pope was raised for its
victims. The life of our times was enriched by a voice speaking out about great moral truths above the tumult of daily conflict. We
mourn a great servant of peace.”

: POPE PIUS XII WAS

The Jewish Community publicly acknowledged the wisdom of Pope Pius XII's diplomacy. In September 1945, Dr. Joseph Nathan-who represented

On the Church and the Holocaust
Excerpts from books and periodicals that have covered this subject:

* The foremost Jewish Scholar of the Holocaust at its height in Hungary, Jeno Levai, insisted some years ago that it was a “particularly
regrettable irony that the one person in all of occupied Europe who did more than anyone else to halt the dreadful crime and alleviate
its consequences is today made the scapegoat for the failures of others.”

* The Israeli diplomat and scholar Pinchas Lapide concluded his careful review of Pius XII's wartime activities with the following
words: “The Catholic Church under the pontificate of Pius XII was instrumental in saving lives of as many as 860,000 Jews from certain
death at Nazi hands.” He went on to add that this “figure far exceeds those saved by all other Churches and rescue organizations
combined.”After recounting statements of appreciation from a variety of preeminent Jewish spokespersons, he noted. “No Pope in history
has been thanked more heartily by Jews . . .Several suggested in open letters that a Pope Pius XII forest of 860,000 trees be planted
on the hills of Judea in order to fittingly honor the memory of the late Pontiff (“Three Popes and the Jews” pp. 214-215).” Levai in his
own book did not hesitate to argue that the attacks on the Pope’s wartime record are“demonstrably malicious and fabricated . The
archives of the Vatican of diocesan authorities of Ribbentrop’s foreign ministry, contain a whole series of protests—direct and
indirect, diplomatic and public, secret and open. The nuncios and bishops of the Catholic Church intervened again and again on the
instructions of the Pope,” he wrote. Their interventions were just as unsuccessful as the demands and threats of the British and
American governments. Moreover, the delicacy of the matter was often heightened by the fact that such protests could put Jews themselves

and their protectors at additional corporal risk
* Hungarian Jews and the Papacy: The former chief rabbi of Rome during the German occupation, Emilio Zolli, concluded his firsthand
account of wartime events thus:“Volumes could be written on the multiform works of Pius XII, and the countless priests, religious and
laity who stood with him throughout the world during the war.” “No hero,” he said, “in all of history was more militant, more fought
against, none more heroic, than Pius XII in pursuing the works of true charity and thus on behalf of all the suffering children of
God.” Zolli was so moved by Pius XII's work that he became a Catholic after the war and took the Pope’s name (Before the Dawn). Lapide
acknowledged in his book that the Church“in an endless flood of sermons, allocutions, pastoral letters and encyclicals was a clear and
unrelenting foe to all forms of racism at the time, and everyone knew it-Jews, Poles, Russians and most ominously the Nazi secret
police.” Their files mention recalcitrant Catholic clergy in this regard more than any other group
e The New York Times in its Christmas editorials of 1941 and 1942 praised Pius XII for his moral leadership as a “lonely voice crying
out of the silence of a continent”and for, among other things, assailing “the violent occupation of territory, and the exile and
persecution of human beings, for no other reason than race.” No other institution produced more heroes during the Holocaust than the
Church: Italian, Slovak, French, Hungarian priests, nuns, and laypersons who risked and often gave their lives for the sake of
persecuted Jews. This too deserves remembrance and respect.

* Golda Meir, Israel’s representative to the United Nations, was the first of the delegates to react to the news of Pope Pius XII's
death. She sent an eloquent message: “We share in the grief of humanity at the passing away of His Holiness, Pope Pius XII. In a
generation afflicted by wars and discords he upheld the highest ideals of peace and compassion. When fearful martyrdom came to our
people in the decade of Nazi terror, the voice of the Pope was raised for its victims. The life of our times was enriched by a voice
speaking out about great moral truths above the tumult of daily conflict. We mourn a great servant of peace.”

« Leonard Bernstein, on learning of Pope Pius XII's death while conducting his orchestra in New York’s Carnegie Hall, tapped his baton
for a moment of silence to pay tribute to the Pope who had saved the lives of so many people without distinction of race, nationality,
or religion.
¢ The great Jewish physicist, Albert Einstein, who himself barely escaped annihilation at Nazi hands, made the point well in 1944 when
he said, “Being a lover of freedom, when the Nazi revolution came in Germany, I looked to the universities to defend it, but the
universities were immediately silenced. Then I looked to the great editors of the newspapers, but they, like the universities were
Then I looked to individual writers . they too were mute. Only the Church,” Einstein
I never had any special interest in the

silenced in a few short weeks.
concluded, “stood squarely across the path of Hitler’s campaign for suppressing the truth.
. . . and am forced thus to confess that what I once despised, I now

Church before, but now I feel great affection and admiration
praise unreservedly.”
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Ronald J. Rychlak
Catalyst, December 1999
John Cornwell’s new book, Hitler’s Pope: The Secret History of Pius XII, turns out to be a deeply flawed attack on Pope John Paul II.
That’'s right, the final chapter is actually an attack on the current plaintiff. Cornwell is disturbed by John Paul’s “conservative”
positions on celibate clergy, women priests, artificial contraception, and abortion. He is especially concerned about the Pope’s
opposition to direct political activity by the clergy.

Cornwell apparently decided that the easiest way to attack the Pope of today was to go after Pius XII. If he can prove that Pius was
flawed, then he establishes that popes can be wrong. If that is the case, then he can argue that John Paul II is wrong about the whole
catalogue of teachings that tend to upset many modern Catholics.

Cornwell’s thesis is that Eugenio Pacelli-Pope Pius XII-was driven by the desire to concentrate the authority of the Church under a
strong, central papacy. Cornwell argues that as Pacelli worked toward that end, he created a situation that was easy for Hitler to
exploit. Cornwell denies that Pacelli was a “monster.” In fact, he recognizes that Pacelli “hated” Hitler. His theory, deeply flawed
though it may be, is that Hitler exploited Pacelli’s efforts to expand Roman influence. Unfortunately, many reviews, like those in
the New York Postand the London Sunday Times, missed that point. They simply reported that “Pius XII helped Adolf Hitler gain power,” as
if the two worked together. That is certainly not Cornwell’s point.

Some of the mistakes reported in the press are obvious to anyone who read Cornwell’s book. For instance, The Indianapolis News reported
that Pius knew of Hitler’s plan for the Final Solution “in 1939 when he first became involved with the German leader.” First of all, the
Nazis did not decide on the course of extermination until 1942. Perhaps more telling, this statement is at odds with two things in the
book: 1) Cornwell argues that Hitler and the future Pope Pius XII first “became involved” in the early 1930s, and 2) Cornwell expressly
notes that Pius XII's first reliable information concerning extermination of the Jews came in the spring of 1942, not 1939.
Similarly, the New York Post reported in a couple of different editions that “Pacelli.. met with Hitler several times.” This is not true.
The two men never met, and Cornwell does not claim that they did. The most common error by made reviewers was that of accepting
Cornwell’s assertions without checking out the facts. On some of these points, the reviewer’s oversight might be forgiven. For instance,
Viking Press has marketed this book as having been written by a practicing Catholic who started out to defend Pius XII. One is always
reluctant to say what another person’s beliefs are, so reviewers could be forgiven had they simply remained silent about that issue.
Instead, the vast majority took delight in calling Cornwell a good, practicing Catholic.

Having decided to report on Cornwell’s religious beliefs, the reviewers might have noted that his earlier books were marketed as having
been written by a “lapsed Catholic for more than 20 years” and that reviewers said he wrote “with that astringent, cool, jaundiced view
of the Vatican that only ex-Catholics familiar with Rome seem to have mastered.” They might also have reported that during the time he
was researching this book he described himself as an “agnostic Catholic.” Finally, it might have been worth noting that in a 1993 book
he declared that human beings are “morally, psychologically and materially better off without a belief in God.” Instead, they presented
only that side of the story that Cornwell and his publisher wanted the public to hear.

The Vatican had not yet spoken, so a reviewer might be excused for not knowing that Cornwell lied about being the first person to see
certain “secret” files and about the number of hours that he spent researching at the Vatican. When, however, he claimed that a certain
letter was a “time bomb” lying in the Vatican archives since 1919, a careful reviewer might have mentioned that it had been fully
reprinted and discussed in Germany and the Holy See: Pacelli’s Nunciature between the Great War and the Weimar Republic, by Emma
Fattorini (1992).

That letter at issue reports on the occupation of the royal palace in Munich by a group of Bolshevik revolutionaries. Pacelli was the
nuncio in Munich and a noted opponent of the Bolsheviks. The revolutionaries sprayed his house with gunfire, assaulted him in his car,
and invaded his home. The description of the scene in the palace (which was actually written by one of Pacelli’s assistants, not him)
included derogatory comments about the Bolsheviks and noted that many of them were Jewish. Cornwell couples the anti-revolutionary
statements with the references to Jews and concludes that it reflects “stereotypical anti-Semitic contempt.” That is a logical jump
unwarranted by the facts. Even worse, however, is the report in USA Today that Pacelli described Jews (not a specific group of
revolutionaries) “as physically and morally repulsive, worthy of suspicion and contempt.” Again, it is a case of the press being
particularly anxious to report the worst about the Catholic Church
Cornwell claims that he received special assistance from the Vatican due to earlier writings which were favorable to the Vatican. Many
reviewers gleefully reported this and his asserted “moral shock” at what he found in the archives. A simple call to the Vatican would
have revealed that he received no special treatment. If the reviewer were suspicious about taking the word of Vatican officials, a quick
consultation of Cornwell’s earlier works (or easily-available reviews thereof) would have revealed that he has never been friendly to
the Holy See.

Cornwell stretched the facts to such a point that any impartial reader should be put on notice. For instance, Cornwell suggests that
Pacelli dominated Vatican foreign policy from the time that he was a young prelate. One chapter describes the young Pacelli’s hand in
the negotiation of a June 1914 concordat with Serbia (he took the minutes), and leaves the impression that he was responsible for the
outbreak of World War I.

Certainly Cornwell, who describes Pope Pius XI as “bossy” and “authoritarian,” knows that Pacelli was unable to dominate Vatican policy
as Secretary of State, much less as nuncio. Any fair reviewer should have at least questioned this point.

Another point that would be a tip-off to any critical reviewer is Cornwell’s handling of the so-called “secret encyclical.” The
traditional story (and the evidence suggests that it is little more than that) is that Pius XI was prepared to make a strong anti-Nazi
statement, and he commissioned an encyclical to that effect. A draft was prepared, but Pius XI died before he was able to release it.
His successor, Pius XII, then buried the draft.

One of the problems that most critics of Pius XII have with this theory is that the original draft contained anti-Semitic statements.
These critics are reluctant to attribute such sentiments to Pius XI. Cornwell resolved this problem by accusing Pacelli of having
written the original draft (or of having overseen the writing) when he was Secretary of State, then burying it when he was Pope. It is
really such a stretch that any good reviewer should have questioned it. Instead, most merely took Cornwell at his word and reported that
an anti-Semitic paper was written by Pacelli or under his authority. (In actuality, there is no evidence that either Pope ever saw the
draft.)

Perhaps more startling than anything else is the way reviewers avoided any mention of the last chapter of Cornwell’s book, entitled
“Pius XII Redivivus.” In this chapter, it becomes clear that the book is a condemnation of Pope John Paul II's pontificate, not just
that of Pius XII. This chapter also reveals a serious flaw in Cornwell’s understanding of Catholicism, politics, and the papacy of John
Paul II.

Cornwell argues that John Paul II represents a return to a more “highly centralized, autocratic papacy,” as opposed to a “more
diversified Church.” The over-arching theory of the book, remember, is that the centralization of power in Rome took away the political
power from local priests and bishops who might have stopped Hitler. Accordingly, Cornwell thinks that John Paul is leading the Church in
a very dangerous direction, particularly by preventing clergy from becoming directly involved in political movements, including
everything from liberation theology to condom distribution.

Cornwell, of course, has to deal with the fact that John Paul II has played a central part in world events, including a pivotal role in
the downfall of the Soviet Union. Cornwell’s answer is that John Paul was more “sympathetic to pluralism” early in his pontificate, but
that he has retreated into “an intransigently absolutist cast of mind” and has hurt the Church in the process.

Cornwell misses the important point that is so well explained in George Weigel’s new biography of John Paul II, Witness to Hope. John
Paul’s political impact came about precisely because he did not primarily seek to be political, or to think or speak politically. The
pontiff’s contribution to the downfall of Soviet Communism was that he launched an authentic and deep challenge to the lies that made
Communistic rule possible. He fought Communism in the same way that Pius XII fought Nazism: not by name-calling but by challenging the
intellectual foundation on which it was based.

John Paul has recognized the parallels between his efforts and those of Pius XII, perhaps better than anyone else. He, of course, did
not have a horrible war to contend with, nor was he threatened with the possibility of Vatican City being invaded, but given those
differences, the approach each Pope took was similar. As John Paul has explained: “Anyone who does not limit himself to cheap polemics
knows very well what Pius XII thought of the Nazi regime and how much he did to help countless people persecuted by the regime.” The
most disappointing thing is that the modern press seems unable to recognize cheap polemics, at least when it comes to the Catholic
Church.

Ron Rychlak is a Professor of Law and the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs at the University of Mississippi School of Law. His
book, Hitler, the War, and the Pope, is scheduled for publication by Genesis Press in June 2000.
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Sister Margherita Marchione
Catalyst, June 1998
With the issuance of the Vatican document, “We Remember: A Reflection on the Shoah,” voices adversely judging Pope Pius XII's
alleged “silence” have increased. Some writers are igniting flames of hatred by claiming that the Catholic Church is responsible for
the Holocaust. The evidence is overwhelmingly to the contrary.

Through public discourses, appeals to governments, and secret diplomacy, Pope Pius XII was engaged more than any individuals or
agencies combined in the effort to curb the war and rebuild the peace; and in alleviating the sufferings of Jews and other refugees
during the Holocaust.

Except to the extent that he did, how could Pope Pius XII have prevented a world power, with military domination over a continent,
from murdering the civilians it defined as its enemies? Would Adolf Hitler, an apostate Catholic who despised Christianity for its
Jewish origins, have obeyed a directive from the Vatican? The undeniable historic realities persuasively say “No.” In fact, they
point to certain disastrous retaliatory reaction, with awesome responsibility upon the Pope, which was fortunately avoided.

It is doubtful that even the most flaming papal protest would have slowed the Holocaust. What is certain is that such a protest
would have risked the lives of countless Jews hidden in Church institutions. Could things possibly have bee made any worse? Of
course. And, in this fickle world, Pope Pius XII would have been blamed for it.

The Vatican is accused of complicity because it entered into the Concordat with the Nazis in 1933. Actually the Concordat was
suggested by Hitler. The record indicates that at the time Pius XI was faced with entering into an agreement defining the rights of
the Church (which the Nazis shortly thereafter violated), or the virtual elimination of the Catholic Church in Germany.

The Concordat was not a political document, nor did the Catholic Church thereby compromise its principles against racial persecution
and genocide as set forth in the encyclical, “Mit Brennender Sorge” issued in 1937. As Secretary of State, the future Pope Pius XII
played an important part in drafting the document. In fact, upon its publication, the Nazi press carried vulgar cartoons and claims
that “Pius XI was half Jewish and Cardinal Pacelli was all Jewish.” Two months before that anti-semitic horrors of Kristallnacht
(The Night of the Broken Glass), Pius XI stated: “Anti-Semitism is inadmissible; spiritually we are all Semites.” (Pius XII:
Greatest Dishonoured, 1980, p.45)

The day after Cardinal Pacelli’s election to the Papacy, the Nazi newspaper Berliner Morgenpost (March 3, 1939) stated its position
clearly: “The election of Cardinal Pacelli is not accepted with favor in Germany because he was always opposed to Nazism and
practically determined the policies of the Vatican under his predecessor.”

With the start of the war in September 1939, Pius XII pleaded that “in occupied territory the lives, the property, the honor, the
religious convictions of the inhabitants will be respected.” The following month he issued “Summi Pontificatus,” the encyclical
condemning radicalism.

In his 1939 Christmas message to the Cardinals, Pius XII referred to the invasion of Poland and related events: “We have been forced
to witness a series of acts which are irreconcilable, both with the practices of international law, and with the principles of
natural right based on the elementary feelings of humanity; acts which demonstrate in what chaotic and vicious circles we are now
living...

“We find premeditated aggression against a small work-loving, peaceful people on the pretext of a threat which never existed nor was
possible. We find atrocities and illicit use of means of destruction against old men, women and children. We also find contempt for
freedom and for human life, from which originate acts which cry to God for vengeance.” (The Tablet of London, December 30, 1939, p.
748)

On January 27, 1940, Vatican Radio proclaimed to the world the dreadful cruelties marked with uncivilized tyranny that the Nazis
were inflicting on the Jewish and Catholic Poles. The German ambassador protested while the Nazis jammed the broadcasts.

Among the ninety-three Papal communications to German bishops in World War II, a letter from Pius XII to Bishop von Preysing of
Berlin is dated April 30, 1943: “It was for us a great consolation to learn that Catholics, in particular those of your Berlin
diocese, have shown such charity towards the sufferings of the Jews. We express our paternal gratitude and profound sympathy for
Monsignor Lichtenberg, who asked to share the lot of the Jews in the concentration camps [Dachau] and who spoke up against their
persecution in the pulpit.

“As far as episcopal declarations are concerned, We leave to local bishops the responsibility of deciding what to publish from Our
communications. The danger of reprisals and pressures — as well perhaps of other measures due to the length and psychology of the
war — counsel reserve. In spite of good reasons for Our open intervention, there are others equally good for avoiding greater evils
by not interfering Our experience in 1942, when We allowed the free publication of certain Pontifical documents addressed to the
Faithful justifies this attitude.” [The Dutch bishops’ declaration on behalf of the Jews, resulted in the deportation from Amsterdam
to Auschwitz of ninety per cent of them, including baptized Jews.]

Cardinal Paolo Dezza, S.J., wrote: “Pius XII did a great deal to help the Jews persecuted by the Nazis and the Fascists. He
abstained from making public declarations in favor of both Catholics and Jews who were being persecuted by Hitler because, whenever
he did speak, Hitler had his revenge by committing worse acts of violence against them. The clergy and bishops in Germany begged him
to keep silence’ (Letter to Margherita Marchione, July 25, 1995)

The truth is that Pope Pius XII, though his inspiring actions and moral leadership, saved many thousands of Jews and countless other
refugees from deportation to concentration camps, torture and death. Details of the Vatican’s humanitarian work are available to all
who seek the truth: in the records of the Vatican’s activities during World War II, in the preserved accounts of individual
witnesses to some of its tragic events and, as those occurrences were reported in the newspapers.

It is well known that, in consonance with the Pope’s direct urging, hundreds of convents, monasteries, and other religious buildings
were opened, not only in Italy, but also in Poland, France, Belgium and Hungary, to shelter and hide thousands of men, women, and
children from Nazi cruelties.

Everywhere those protecting Jews and other refugees were not immune from suspicion and arrest, were sent to prison, and were treated
with brutality and contempt. Many were murdered in reprisal killings. Priests and nuns were also arrested, imprisoned, and subjected
to brutal interrogation. Many were sent to concentration camps and gas chambers.

In his book The Last Three Popes and the Jews (Souvenir Press, London, 1967), Jewish historian Pinchas Lapide concludes that during
the Nazi period “Pius XII, the Holy See, the Vatican’s Nuncios, and the whole Catholic Church saved between 700,000 and 850,000 Jews
from certain death.”

It is incomprehensible that a negative portrayal of Pius XII should be given credibility among many Jewish leaders and be accepted
as fact in a large part of the Jewish Community.

One must not confuse the religious anti-Semitism of historic Christianity with the racial anti-Semitism of the Nazis. There is
evidence that whatever our Christianforebearers thought of Judaism as a religion, they consistently opposed genocide, and never
would have sanctioned the extermination of Jews as a racial group. To charge that anti-Semitism, which is inconsistent with the
basic tenets of Christianity, is part of Church teaching, is without foundation.

Pope Pius XII was not anti-Semitic. He recognized the evil doctrines of Nazism and strongly opposed them. No pontiff in history
received as many manifestations of gratitude and affection from the Jewish community.

Jewish physicist Albert Einstein testified to his appreciation of Pius XII's actions in an article published in Time magazine
(December 23, 1940, p.40): “Only the Church stood squarely across the path of Hitler’s campaign for suppressing truth. I had never
any special interest in the Church before, but now I feel a great affection and admiration because the Church alone has had the
courage and persistence to stand for intellectual truth and moral freedom.”

Marc Saperstein, a professor of Jewish history and director of the program in Judaic studies at the George Washington University
wrote: “The suggestion that Christian doctrines or practice led directly to the Nazi death camps is misleading and inappropriate...
The fundamental responsibility for the Holocaust lies with the Nazi perpetrators. Not with Pope Pius XII. Not with the Church. Not
with the teachings of the Christian faith.” (Washington Post, April 1, 1998)

Only by becoming more sensitive to each other can Jews and Catholics improve their relationship and achieve reconciliation and
peace. This requires authentic dialogue, profound understanding, and mutual respect.

This is a plea for brotherhood and peace, for Jews and Catholics to build together a human bridge of love and understanding. It is
also a call for justice toward the memory of Pope Pius XII. Finally, it is a prayer for the Catholic Church during World War II, in
light of the documentation that has been ignored.
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By James Bogle
Reprinted with permission from The Salisbury Review, Sp
Over the last year a number of commentators have sought to rehash old and ill-informed accusations in an attempt to undermine the reputation of Pope Pius XII. His war-

time effort to save Jewish lives has, amazingly, been the principal area of attack. The BBC programReputations, repeated on 14" February 1996, was one especially virulent
attack. It was followed by a review in The Times by religious affairs correspondent, Ruth Gledhill, which attacked Pius XII apparently on the strength of the BBC program
alone. Later, the producer of the program, Jonathan Lewis, attempted to explain his position in the liberal Catholic Journal The Tablet

Pius XII was one of the few world leaders outside Jewry itself who was quick to recognize the danger of Nazism. Former Israeli diplomat Pinchas Lapide, in his book The

Last Three Popes and the Jews demonstrates convincingly the consistent and active protection provided to Jews in Europe by the papacy. He does not shrink from strong

criticism of other parts of the Catholic Church where necessary and of some Catholic governments in particular. Further, he commands respect from those reading from a

Jewish perspective.

It is estimated that the actions of Pius XII directly led to the saving of 800,000 Jewish lives during the war. The estimate of 800,000 Jewish lives is based upon the
testimony of the post-war government of the recently created State of Israel which recognized and honored that pope’s contribution. The Israelis recognized the figure and
a forest of as many trees was planted in commemoration in the Negeb, SE of Jerusalem, and was shown to Pope Paul VI with some ceremony on his first state visit to Israel

Rev. Fr. Jean Charles-Roux, now a Rosininian priest living in London and whose father was French Ambassador to the Holy See in the 30's, lived with his family in Rome

during the fateful pre-war period. He recalls that the Pope told his father as early as 1935 that the new regime in Germany was “diabolical.” The Ambassador frequently
warned his government but the general reaction in France seems to have been that it was good to see the back of the Prussian militarist and that it was no bad thing that

an Austrian-Czech house painter was now Chancellor
The reaction in the USA and Britain was scarcely different at that time; and even later when they must have begun to know about the camps. The U.S. government accepted a
total of 10,000 — 15,000 Jewish refugees throughout the war. — a truly scandalous statistic
Britain was little better and before the war the government had been full of “appeasers,” the Duke of Windsor visited Hitler and Lloyd George even went so far as to call
him “the greatest living German”!
Ambassador Charles-Roux’s own government in Paris (and the British government) were deaf to the pleas of the Vatican to assist the German internal resistance to the Nazi
government. From the very beginning Pius XII tried to persuade the Allied governments to support the German opposition to Hitler, but since they would not listen to men
like the Anglican Bishop Bell of Chichester or to the few Jews who had escaped from Germany to Britain and America, they would not and did not listen to a Pope. Men like

Adam von Trott zu Sulz (he had been a Rhodes Scholar at Balliol), Peter Yorek von Wartenburg and many other leading Germans who later formed the Kreisau circle, made

continuous, repeated, energetic and ultimately futile attempts to reach and persuade the British government to back, or even talk with, the German resistance to Hitler

They were all killed in the 20™ July plot to assassinate Hitler, the last in a long line of foiled attempts to get rid of the dictator, which was triggered by the Roman
Catholic officer, Count Claus Schenk von Stauffenberg. Stauffenberg was shot out of hand. Other conspirators were not so lucky. They were tried by the infamous “People’s
Court” and hanged by piano wire from butchers’ hooks of Ploetzensce prison. This was filmed on Hitler’s orders so that he could watch it himself later
Count von Galen, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Munster, was another outspoken critic of the racial and eugenic policies of the Nazis and would undoubtedly have been
liquidated by them if not for the prominence and prestige of his position
In August 1943 Pius XII received a plea from the World Jewish Congress to try to persuade the Italian authorities to remove 20,000 Jewish refugees from internment camps
in Northern Italy. “Our terror-stricken brethren look to Your Holiness as the only hope for saving them from persecution and death” they wrote. In September 1943, A.L.
Easterman on behalf of the WJC reported to the Apostolic Delegate in London (there was no Nuncio since the British government always refused to recognize the diplomatic
rights of the Holy See-a hangover from our anti-

Catholic past). He reported that the efforts of the Holy See on behalf of the Jews had been successful and wrote, “I feel sure that the efforts of your Grace, and of the
Holy See have brought about this fortunate result, and I should like to express to the Holy See and yourself the warmest thanks of the World Jewish Congress.”
Around the same time, the German Chief of Police in Rome threatened to send some 200 Jews to the Russian front unless they produced within 36 hours 50 kg of gold or
equivalent in currency. The Chief Rabbi approached the Holy See which immediately placed 15 kg at his disposal and lent the necessary money free of charge. More than half
the Jews of Rome were sheltered in ecclesiastical buildings opened on the express instructions of Pius XII himself. The Vatican Secretariat of State saved more Jews by
faking their baptisms and sending lists of “baptized” Jews to the German Ambassador, Weizsacker, so that they could be evacuated. Many of those saved were helped to
escape by the massive over-issuing of Vatican passports, particularly in the latter half of 1944, and records exist of many of these. However, this had perforce to be
handled with little or no ordinary documentary evidence since the Nazis would without doubt have crushed this means of escape immediately if they had become aware of the
extent to which it was being used to facilitate the rescue of Jews.

In November, 1943 Chief Rabbi Herzog wrote to Cardinal Roncalli, the future Pope John XXIII, then Apostolic Delegate for Turkey and Greece, saying: “I take this
opportunity to express to your Eminence my sincere thanks as well as my deep appreciation of your very kindly attitude to Israel and of the invaluable help given by the
Catholic Church to the Jewish people in its affliction. Would you please convey these sentiments which come from Sion, to His Holiness the Pope (Pius XII) along with the
assurances that the people of Israel know how to value his assistance and his attitude.” The American Jewish Welfare Board wrote to Pius XII in July 1944 to express its
appreciation for the protection given to the Jews during the German occupation of Italy. At the end of the war, the World Jewish Congress expressed its gratitude to the
Pope and gave 20 million Lire to Vatican charities. A former Israeli diplomat in Italy claimed that: “The Catholic Church saved more Jewish lives during the war than all
the other Churches, religious institutions and rescue organizations put together. Its record stands in startling contrast to the achievements of the International Red
Cross and the Western Democracies.”

The Pope protested particularly against the deportations of Jews in Slovakia, Hungary and Vichy, France, since these were formerly Catholic countries where Fascists had
gained control and they still had a majority of Catholic citizens. In Hungary the Nunciature used thousands of blank and forged forms to help Jews escape. A Red Cross
worker even complained that the use of forged documents was against the Geneva Convention! Happily this rather officious complaint did not prevent the Nuncio’s covert
operation continuing.

Pope Pius XII knew Germany well, having previously been papal Nuncio there. It was he himself who wrote (after reading the first draft by Cardinal Faulhaber of Munich
the criticism of racial policies in the Encyclical Mit Brennender Sorge (which means “with burning anxiety” i.e. about the Nazi threat to racial minorities and
specifically the Jews) addressed directly to the German people during the pontificate of Pope Pius XI. He wrote that Catholics must never be anti-Semitic because “we are
all Semites spiritually” and ought to hold the Jewish people in high regard accordingly
As a matter of simple historical fact, Rabbi Israel Zolli, the Chief Rabbi of Rome, was received into the Catholic Church in 1945 after the war was over. He was baptized
entirely of his own free will and asked Pius XII, with whom he had worked closely in the saving of Jewish lives, to be his godfather. Dr. Zolli chose the name Eugenio a
his baptismal name precisely because it was Pius XII's own name.

These facts are rarely mentioned by commentators, yet they are clearly vital to any assessment of the reputation of Pius XII. Instead an insidious campaign has been
maintained against the good name of that Pope, largely centering around the accusation that he kept silent during the war about the plight of the Jews and refused to
mention them by name. It is now generally implied by some that this was so because he was racist and an anti-Semite. It is difficult to conceive of a more detestable lie
Pius XII, as Cardinal Pacelli, had a hand in writing the encyclical Non Abbiamo Bisognowhich condemned Italian Fascist doctrines, as well as Divini Redemptoris which
opposed Soviet Communism and the massacres and starvation that were being perpetrated in its name in Russia (e.g. the 10 million peasants starved to death in the
Ukraine). Pius XII was a highly active, energetic and zealous opponent of totalitarianism and oppression. Pope Pius XI issued the encyclical letter Mit Brennender
Sorge in 1937 because he was the ruling Pope; but it was Cardinal Pacelli, later Pius XII, who wrote it. The German Roman Catholic hierarchy thanked Pope XI for the
letter, which condemned racism and anti-Semitism roundly, and the Pope pointed to Cardinal Pacelli saying it was he who had been responsible for it. Pius XII's first
encyclical in 1939, Summi Pontificatus, repeated the theme and the Gestapo were immediately given orders by the Nazi leadership to prevent its distribution
Thereafter, Pius XII adopted his policy of not naming the Jews explicitly. This was partly because his experience of the diplomatic “deafness” of the Allied governments
and partly because of his knowledge and experience of the increased persecution of Jews which followed the condemnatory statements made in the two mentioned encyclicals.
He devoted himself instead to the covert rescue operation to save Jewish lives, which was probably the most successful of all those attempted particularly if one takes
into account the saving of the Hungarian Jews and the joint actions of the Vatican and the papal Nuncio in Hungary at that time. It is well recognized that the saviors of
the Hungarian Jews were the papal Nuncio and the Swedish Embassy (in the person of Raoul Wallenberg), both seeking to outwit the Chief Nazi murderer, Adolf Eichmann
Pius XII followed the Dutch Roman Catholic hierarchy’s plan to name the Jews explicitly in their condemnation of Nazi deportations and intended to issue a similar
statement himself. The Nazis threatened to arrest more Jews. The Dutch Reformed Church agreed not to protest openly but the Roman Catholic hierarchy issued, in May 1943,
their famous protest against the deportations. The Nazis then launched an all-out offensive against Jews (except those who had converted to the Dutch Protestant Reformed
Church). Ironically, it was the Dutch hierarchy’s letter of open condemnation which led to the arrest and execution of Edith Stein, the Jewish Roman Catholic nun and
philosopher.

The news of the increased persecution reached Pius XII. His own protest was due to go intoL’Osservatore Romano that very evening but he had the draft burnt saying “If the
protest of the Dutch Bishops has cost the lives of 40,000 people, my intervention would take at least 200,000 people to their deaths.” (See II Seitimanale, 1 March 1975,
p.40.) Such was the result of openly naming the Jews; more death from vain gestures
There is no doubt that if Pius XII had made such a vain gesture, instead of saving more Jewish lives, he would then have been open to the criticism of having made the
situation worse by vain and inopportune public statements. Those who now criticize him for not saying enough would then have attacked him for saying too much.

It is easy to forget that there was only so much that the Pope could do. He had no Army or police beyond the Swiss Guard and he was not listened to by the Allied powers
Under constant surveillance and threats from the Nazis when they occupied Rome, his statements were seized and destroyed by the Gestapo. As for his influence with loyal
Roman Catholics, he had already spelt out precisely and forthrightly what his views and those of the Church were in the two above-mentioned encyclicals and in constant
re-affirmations of his position in the Vatican newspaper L’Osservatoire. No loyal Roman Catholic need have been in any doubt at the time what the Catholic Church’s views
on Nazism and racism were. The fact that some bad Catholics allowed themselves to become involved with the Nazi terror cannot be blamed on Pope Pius XII-any more than the
fact that there were Jewish Kapos and a Jewish police helping the Nazis enforce their extermination policies can be blamed upon Jewish religious leaders. Pius XII plainly
repudiated the perverted doctrines of the Nazis and also the immoral Fascist doctrines of Benito Mussolini (which had been condemned in the encyclical Non Abbiamo
Bisogno meaning “we have no need” i.e. of Fascist doctrines).

He is also sometimes criticized for not excommunicating Hitler, but Hitler was already excommunicated ipso facto for a whole range of crimes and could only have returned
to the Catholic faith, even assuming that he would ever have wanted to, by having his excommunication lifted by the Pope himself. The lifting of the sentence was reserved
to the Holy See, latae sententiae. Besides, the complaint assumes that Hitler took some notice of the Holy See and the Catholic Church. Insofar as he did, it was for
purely political reasons, since he was forced to recognize the influence of the Catholic Church and the papacy. Hitler described himself as “a complete pagan”

(see Hitler’s Table Talk) and regarded the Catholic Church as his greatest enemy, which he would destroy when he had the opportunity
One must remember, too, that the Pope had a duty to his own flock, who were in equal danger if they spoke out against the Nazis. Prince Sapicha, the Cardinal of Cracow in
Poland, told the Pope, perfectly accurately, that if there were open public denunciations Catholics and Jews would be massacred in Poland. It was better to try and rescue
as many as possible through the religious houses and allow the opposition Army to build up (which it did — the Armija Krajowa, the secret underground Army under General
Bor-Komorowski which was later betrayed by the soviets and massacred by the Nazis). In 1940, 800 priests died in Buchenwald, 1,200 in 1942 and 3,000 in 1943. And that was
just Buchenwald.

Later, after the war was over, Pius XII received a large delegation of Roman Jews in the Vatican and ordered that the Imperial steps be opened for them to enter by. These
steps were usually reserved for crowned Heads of State (although they were later opened once for President Charles de Gaulle). The Pope received them in the Sistine
chapel and, seeing that his Jewish visitors felt uncomfortable in that place, he came down from his throne and warmly welcomed them telling them to feel completely at
home, saying “I am only the Vicar of Christ but you are His very kith and kin”. Such was his great love for the Jewish people, augmented by his knowledge of their
terrible sufferings.

Oskar Schindler, a Roman Catholic, is regarded as a “righteous gentile” by many Jews for saving the lives of some 3,000 — 4,000 Jews in his factories. Why then is Pope
Pius XII so unjustly criticized, despite saving 800,000 Jewish lives?
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On Christmas Day, 1941, the New York Times, commenting on Pius XII's Christmas
Message, carried the following editorial:
The Pope’s Message
The voice of Pius XII is a lonely voice in the silence and darkness enveloping Europe
this Christmas. The Pope reiterates what he has said before. In general, he repeats,
although with greater definiteness, the five-point plan for peace which he first
enunciated in his Christmas message after the war broke out in 1939. His program
agrees in fundamentals with the Roosevelt-Churchill eight-point declaration. It calls
for respect for treaties and the end of the possibility of aggression, equal
treatment for minorities, freedom from religious persecution. It goes farther than
the Atlantic Charter in advocating an end of all national monopolies of economic
wealth, and so far as the eight points, which demands complete disarmament for
Germany pending some future limitation of arms for all nations.

The Pontiff emphasized principles of international morality with which most men of
good-will agree. He uttered the ideas a spiritual leader would be expected to express
in time of war. Yet his words sound strange and bold in the Europe of today, and we
comprehend the complete submergence and enslavement of great nations, the very
sources of our civilization, as we realize that he is about the only ruler left o the
Continent of Europe who dares to raise his voice at all. The last tiny islands of
neutrality are so hemmed in and overshadowed by war and fear that no one but the Pope
is still able to speak aloud in the name of the Prince of Peace. This is indeed a
measure of the “moral devastation” he describes as the accompaniment of physical ruin
and inconceivable human suffering.

In calling for a “real new order” based on “liberty, justice and love,” to be
attained only by a “return to social and international principles capable of creating
a barrier against the abuse of liberty and the abuse of power,” the Pope put himself
squarely against Hitlerism. Recognizing that there is no road open to agreement
between belligerents “whose reciprocal war aims and programs seem to be
irreconcilable,” he left no doubt that the Nazi aims are also irreconcilable with his
own conception of a Christian peace. “The new order which must arise out of this
war,” he asserted, “must be based on principles.” And that implies only one end to
the war.

On Christmas Day, 1942, the Times once again editorialized on the papal Christmas
Message and again praised Pius XII for his moral leadership:

The Pope’s Verdict
No Christmas sermon reaches a larger congregation than the message Pope Pius XII
addresses to a war-torn world at this season. This Christmas more than ever he is a
lonely voice crying out of the silence of a continent. The Pulpit whence he speaks is
more than ever like the Rock on which the Church was founded, a tiny island lashed
and surrounded by a sea of war. In these circumstances, in any circumstances, indeed,
no one would expect the Pope to speak as a political leader, or a war leader, or in
any other role than that of a preacher ordained to stand above the battle, tied
impartially, as he says, to all people and willing to collaborate in any new order
which will bring a just peace.

But just because the Pope speaks to and in some sense for all the peoples at war, the
clear stand he takes on the fundamental issues of the conflict has greater weight and
authority. When a leader bound impartially to nations on both sides condemns as
heresy the new form of national state which subordinates everything to itself: when
he declares that whoever wants peace must protect against “arbitrary attacks” the
“juridical safety of individuals:” when he assails violent occupation of territory,
the exile and persecution of human beings for no reason other than race or political
opinion: when he says that people must fight for a just and decent peace, a “total
peace” — the “impartial judgment” is like a verdict in a high court of justice.
Pope Pius expresses as passionately as any leader on our side the war aims of the
struggle for freedom when he says that those who aim at building a new world must
fight for free choice of government and religious order. They must refuse that the
state should make of individuals a herd of whom the state disposes as if they were a
lifeless thing.
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