
McCain Embraced Hagee Before
Huckabee
On December 21, 2007 we posted a statement on Mike Huckabee’s
scheduled appearance at Rev. John Hagee’s church on December
23. We have subsequently learned that presidential hopeful
John McCain reached out to Hagee last fall.  Hagee introduced
McCain on September 20, 2007 during his “No Surrender Tour” at
an event in South Carolina.

The Catholic League has long considered Rev. Hagee to be a
bigot, and the reason we are citing the McCain appearance now
is because we want to treat the Arizona senator the same way
we treated the former governor of Arkansas.

Conversion Story for 2008
As we begin the New Year, we’d like to share with you this
moving account of one inmate’s conversion story. (Posted with
permission of the author.)

My name is Pornchai Moontri, and I am prisoner #38284 in the
New Hampshire State Prison. I come to the Catholic faith after
a painful journey in darkness that my friend, Father Gordon
MacRae, has asked me to write candidly. This is not something
I do easily, but I trust my friend.

I was born in Bua Nong Lamphu, a small village in the north of
Thailand near Khon Kaen on September 10, 1973. At the age of
two, I was abandoned by my mother to be sold. A distant
teenaged relative rescued me. He walked many miles to carry me
away to his family farm where I worked throughout my childhood
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raising water buffalo, rice, and sugar cane. I never attended
school, however, and never learned to read and write in Thai.
Though my childhood involved hard work, I was safe and happy.

When I was 11 years old, my mother re-emerged in Thailand with
a  new  husband  –  an  American  air  traffic  controller  from
Bangor, Maine. I was taken from Thailand by them against my
will, and brought to the United States. This transition was a
trauma to be endured. A month after my arrival in Bangor, my
new stepfather’s motive for importing a ready-made Thai family
became clear. I was forcibly raped by him at age 11, an event
that was to be repeated with regularity over the next three
years. I was a prisoner in his house, and resistance was only
met with violence against me and against my mother. I was all
of 100 pounds. I cannot describe this further. Welcome to
America!

Being one of only three Asians in 1985 Bangor, and speaking
little English, I did not readily comprehend my new names.
“Gook,” “V.C.” and “Charlie” meant nothing to me, but I could
sense the scorn with which such names were delivered. Because
my English was poor, I was treated as though I was stupid.
Part of my humiliation was that I had to get a paper route at
age 12, and my earnings were taken from me to pay for the
“privilege” of living in my captor’s house. Stephen King’s
home was on my paper route. Mr. King once gave me a Christmas
bonus of 25¢ for delivering his newspaper all year. The horror
stories he wrote about Maine are all true. Remember the one
with the evil clown? It’s true.

When I was 14, my English was better. I was a little bigger,
and a lot stronger – and nothing but angry. Anger was all I
had. So with it I fled that house and became a homeless
teenager  in  and  around  Bangor.  One  day  the  Bangor  police
actually picked me up and forced me to go “home.” I would
rather have gone to one of the ones Stephen King wrote about.
I just fled again and again, and ended up at the Good Will
Hinckley School for people like me. I was there for a year and



got kicked out for fighting. I was always fighting. I fought
everyone.

Back on the streets of Bangor, I began to carry a knife. At 17
and 18, a lot of people were after me. I lived under a bridge
for a while and sometimes my mother would bring me things. I
tried to climb out of the deep hole I was in by signing up for
night classes at age 18 to finish my high school diploma. I
was  kicked  out  of  Bangor  High  School  for  punching  the
principal.

One night, at age 18, something that lived in me got out. I
got very drunk with friends, and we walked into a Bangor Shop
& Save supermarket to buy cigarettes. I barely remember this.
In my drunken state, I opened a bottle of beer from a case and
started to drink it. The manager confronted me and ordered me
to leave. I tried to flee the store, but the manager and other
employees tried to keep me there. I tried to fight them off to
flee. When I got outside, a manager from another Shop & Save
had witnessed the incident and pounced on me. I was 130 pounds
and was pinned to the ground by this 190-pound man. I think
something  snapped  in  my  mind.  IT  was  happening  again.  I
fought, but his dead weight was suffocating me. The newspapers
would later tell a different story, but this was the truth,
and it is all I remember.

In jail that night, I was questioned for three hours. I was
told that I had stabbed a man and was charged with attempted
murder. I have no memory, to this day, of stabbing the man.
The next morning, I awoke in a jail cell and was told that I
was charged with Class A murder. The man had died during the
night. I was told that I blew a .25 on the Breathalyzer, but
the result was so high it was discarded as an error.

My stepfather could have hired expert counsel, but it was
clearly not in his best interest that my life be evaluated so
I was left in the care of a public defender who wanted this
high profile murder off his desk. There was talk about the



Breathalyzer,  and  “level  of  culpability,”  and  things  like
“defensive vs. offensive wounds,” but in the end there were no
theories, no experts and no defense. I was terrified of being
abandoned. My mother came to me in jail and pleaded with me to
protect her and “the family” by not revealing what happened in
my life. So I remained silent. I offered no defense at all. My
co-defendant told the truth of my being pinned down, but he
was not believed. I was convicted of “Class A murder with
deliberate indifference” and sentenced, at age 18, to 45 years
in a Maine Prison. Maine has no parole.

I was also sentenced with the soul of the innocent man whose
life I took – despite my being unable to remember taking it.
The mix of remorse and anger was toxic in prison, and I gave
up. Prison became just an extension of where I had already
been. My anger raged on and on, and I spent 13 of my 15 years
in prison in Maine’s “supermax” facility for those who can’t
be trusted in the light of day.

Five years into my imprisonment, I learned one night in my
supermax cell that my mother and stepfather had relocated to
Guam where my mother was murdered. She was pushed from a
cliff. The only suspect was her husband but there was no
evidence. I was now alone in my rage.

After 14 years of this, the Maine prison decided to send me to
an out of state prison. I had no idea where I was to be sent.
I arrived in the New Hampshire State Prison on October 18,
2005 dragging behind me the Titanic in which I stored all my
anger and hurt and loss and loss and loss – and guilt.

I started my time in a new prison by getting into a fight and
ended up in the same old place – the hole. When some moths
went by, I was given another chance. I was sent to H-Building
where I met my friend JJ, an Indonesian who was waiting to be
deported. JJ introduced me one day to Gordon, who he said was
helping him and some others with appealing their INS removal
orders or with preparing themselves to be deported. He seemed



to be the only person who even cared. JJ trusted Gordon, so I
had several conversations with him. A few months later, I was
moved to the same unit in which he lives in this prison. We
became friends.

By patience and especially by example, Gordon helped me change
the course of my life. He is my best friend, and the person I
trust most in this world. It is the strangest irony that he
has been in prison for 13 years accused fictionally of the
same behaviors visited upon me in the real world by the man
who took me from Thailand. I read the articles about Gordon
in The Wall Street Journal last year. I know him better, I
think, than just about anyone. I know only too well the person
who does what Gordon is wrongly accused of. Gordon is not that
person. Far from it. It is hard for me to accept that laws and
public  sentiment  allow  men  to  demand  and  receive  huge
financial  settlements  from  the  Catholic  Church  years  or
decades after claimed abuse while all that happened to me has
gone  without  even  casual  notice  by  anyone  –  except,
ironically,  Gordon  MacRae.

On September 10, I will be 34 years old. I have been in prison
now for nearly half of my life, but in the last year I have
begun to know what freedom is. My anger is still with me and
it always lurks just below the surface, but my friend is also
with me. We both recently signed up for an intense 15-week
course in personal violence. He is doing this for me. I spend
my days in school instead of in lock-up now, and I will soon
complete my High School diploma. Gordon helped me obtain a
scholarship for a series of non-credit courses in Catholic
studies at Catholic Distance University. In the last year,
with help and understanding, I have completed programs offered
in the New Hampshire prison. One day I felt strangely light so
I looked behind me, and the Titanic was not there. I parked it
somewhere along the way. I have put my childhood aside. Now I
am a man.

In March of this year, after 15 years in prison, I was ordered



by an I.N.S. court to be removed from the United States and
deported to Thailand at the end of my sentence in 17 to 20
years or so. Gordon hopes that I can seek a sentence reduction
so that I can return to Thailand at an age at which I may
still build a life. There are many obstacles. The largest is
that I do not speak Thai any longer and I never had an
opportunity to learn and to read and write in Thai. We are
working hard to prepare me for this. Though years away, it is
a very frightening thing to go to a country only vaguely
familiar. I have not heard Thai spoken since age 11, 23 years
ago. There is no one I know there and no place for me to go. I
have no home anywhere.

Along  this  steep  path,  I  have  made  a  decision  to  become
Catholic. The priest in my fiend has not been extinguished by
13 years in prison. It is still the part of him that shines
the brightest. Gordon never asked me to become Catholic. He
never even brought it up. It is the path he is on and I was
pulled to it by the force of grace, and the hope that one day
I could do good for others. Gordon showed me a book, Jesus of
Nazareth,  in  which  Pope  Benedict  wrote:  “The  true
‘exodus’…consists in this: Among all the paths of history, the
path to God is the true direction that we must seek and find.”

I  am  taking  a  correspondence  course  in  Catholic  studies
through the Knights of Columbus and I look forward to the
studies through Catholic Distance University. I go to Mass
with Gordon when it is offered in the prison, and our faith is
always a part of every day. When I return to the place I
haven’t seen since age 11, I want to go there as a committed
Catholic open to God’s call to live a life in service to
others. It is what someone very special to me has done for me,
and I must do the same.

My friend asked me to sit down today and type the story of my
life and where I am now. He asked me to let him send this to a
few  friends  who  he  says  may  play  some  role–  directly  or
indirectly – in my life some day. The account is my own. What



Gordon added was hope, and somehow faith has also taken root.
In prison, hope and faith are everything. Everything!

John Hagee: Veteran Bigot
Reporters have asked us what we think about Rev. John Hagee
now that Mike Huckabee is going to appear with him on December
23 at Hagee’s church. Here’s a quick glimpse, written by Bill
Donohue.

Over ten years ago, I wrote to John Hagee asking him to stop
with his Catholic bashing. Specifically, I complained about
the  falsehoods  told  about  the  Catholic  Church  in  his
video, Southern Steps: Jerusalem & Bible Prophecy. Hagee never
replied.

On  April  3,  2000,  a  Polish  Catholic  Holocaust  survivor,
Michael Preisler (Auschwitz No. 22213), wrote to Hagee saying
the following: “On May 11, July 11 and December 23, 1999, I
asked you to remove the falsehood in your book, Final Dawn
Over Jerusalem, accusing Polish Catholics like me of creating
the ovens at Auschwitz.” Hagee never replied. Preisler is co-
chair of the Holocaust Documentation Committee of the Polish
American Congress and a member of the Catholic League.

More  recently,  Hagee,  in  his  latest  book,  Jerusalem
Countdown  (revised  edition,  2007),  wrote  (on  p.  114)  the
following: “Most readers will be shocked by the clear record
of history linking Adolf Hitler and the Roman Catholic Church
in a conspiracy to exterminate the Jews.”

I could go on and on. Hagee has a long and disgusting record
of Catholic bashing. Here are a few more gems from Jerusalem
Countdown:
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·     “Anti-Semitism in Christianity began with the statements
of  the  early  church  fathers,  including  Eusebius,  Cyril,
Chrysostom,  Augustine,  Origen,  Justin,  and  Jerome….  This
poisonous stream of venom came from the mouths of spiritual
leaders to virtually illiterate congregants, sitting benignly
in their pews, listening to their pastors. They labeled the
Jews as ‘the Christ killers, plague carriers, demons, children
of the devil, bloodthirsty pagans who look for an innocent
child during the Easter week to drink his blood, money hungry
Shylocks, who are deceitful as Judas was relentless.'”

·    “The Roman Catholic Church, which was supposed to carry
the light of the gospel, plunged the world into the Dark
Ages…. The Crusaders were a motley mob of thieves, rapists,
robbers, and murderers whose sins had been forgiven by the
pope in advance of the Crusade…. The brutal truth is that the
Crusades were military campaigns of the Roman Catholic Church
to gain control of Jerusalem from the Muslims and to punish
the Jews as the alleged Christ killers on the road to and from
Jerusalem.”

·     “The Spanish Inquisition was perhaps the most cynical
plot  in  the  black  history  of  Catholicism,  aimed  at
expropriating the property of wealthy Jews and converts in
Spain  for  the  benefit  of  the  royal  court  and  the  Roman
Catholic Church.”

·     “Adolf Hitler attended a Catholic school as a child and
heard all the fiery anti-Semitic rantings from Chrysostom to
Martin Luther. When Hitler became a global demonic monster,
the Catholic Church and Pope Pius XII never, ever slightly
criticized him. Pope Pius XII, called by historians ‘Hitler’s
Pope,’  joined  Hitler  in  the  infamous  Concordat  of
Collaboration, which turned the youth of  Germany over to
Nazism, and the churches became the stage background for the
bloodthirsty cry, ‘Pereat Judea’…. In all of his [Hitler’s]
years of absolute brutality, he was never denounced or even
scolded by Pope Pius XII or any Catholic leader in the world.



To those Christians who believe that Jewish hearts will be
warmed by the sight of the cross, please be informed—to them
it’s an electric chair.”

New Line Cinema Sends Donohue
a Gift
Bill Donohue got a surprise gift in the mail today, courtesy
of New Line Cinema. Two copies of the Leaders’ Resource DVD
for the New Line film, “The Nativity Story,” was sent, along
with promotional material.

Donohue promptly called John Gooden in California to thank
him,  mentioning  that  though  the  Catholic  League  had  its
problems with New Line’s “The Golden Compass,” we were happy
to promote “The Nativity Story” last year and would do so
again now that it is out on DVD.

So we are happy to recommend “The Nativity Story,” and we are
even happier that New Line Cinema was gracious enough to send
the gift.

Reporters Get it Wrong
In  the  “People”  section  of  the  December  17  issue
of Time magazine, it is reported, “The Catholic League called
for  a  boycott  of  the  film  THE  GOLDEN  COMPASS,  saying  it
promotes atheism. The league previously boycotted The Da Vinci

https://www.catholicleague.org/new-line-cinema-sends-donohue-a-gift/
https://www.catholicleague.org/new-line-cinema-sends-donohue-a-gift/
https://www.catholicleague.org/reporters-get-it-wrong/


Code.”

In fact, the Catholic League did no such thing about either
the book or the film version of “The Da Vinci Code.” We did
ask the producers to run a disclaimer before the movie stating
it was based on fiction, not fact (on the intro page to the
novel, author Dan Brown had claimed otherwise). However, at no
time did we start, or join, a boycott.

This is an indication of sloppy journalism. But Time doesn’t
stand alone. On November 30, the UK paper the Telegraph wrote
that  the  Catholic  League  “wants  the  film  [“The  Golden
Compass”] banned or, at the very least boycotted.” While we
did  call  for  a  boycott  of  “The  Golden  Compass”
(as Time indicated) we never tried to ban or censor anything.
We respect the author and filmmaker’s First Amendment rights,
and we simply exercise our own.

Just for Christmas…
Several groups are waging campaigns to salvage Christmas from
the denizens of multiculturalism who seek to downplay the
birth of Jesus as just another day in the “holiday season.”
The low-priced items described below are a great way to let
others know you wish them a very Merry Christmas..

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court John Paul II,
are offering car magnets and pins reading “It’s OK to say
Merry Christmas to Me!” Proceeds from these items will be
donated to charity. To reach the Catholic Daughters, call
845-893-6368 or email cdjpii@aol.com.

Parishioners at Our Lady of Victories in Harrington Park, NJ
are not only offering Christmas bumper stickers, but they came
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up with the novel idea of “calling cards.” Customers bothered
by a retailer’s decision not to recognize Christmas in their
“holiday” advertising can leave behind a card stating “In
response to the secularization of Christmas; we choose to
support Christmas friendly vendors. See you next year? Merry
Christmas!” Contact the members of OLV at 201-244-5130 or
201-895-4456.

Operation:  Just  Say  Merry  Christmas  has  designed  rubber
wristbands that boldly let others know what words they can say
to acknowledge the true meaning of this Holy Season. Visit
OperationJustSayMerryChristmas.com or dial 513-608-7608.

Lastly, a coalition called the Pilot Program to Keep Christ in
Christmas is offering car magnets depicting a silhouette of
the Nativity scene and the words “Keep Christ in Christmas.”
Log  on  to  www.kcnativitysets.com  or  leave  a  message  at
847-380-2404.

Merry Christmas!

USCCB “Golden Compass” Review
Withdrawn
According to Catholic News Service, the review of “The Golden
Compass” that was released on Nov. 29 by the Office for Film
and Broadcasting of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) has been withdrawn.

The USCCB has not stated why the review has been pulled.
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Kathleen Parker’s Problem
In her review of Mitt Romney’s historic speech last week,
columnist  Kathleen  Parker  took  an  insulting—and  wholly
gratuitous—stab  at  Catholics:  “No  religion  can  bear  close
scrutiny  if  we  go  literal.  Who  among  Christians  wants  to
explain the Immaculate Conception? A talking snake? The rather
peculiar ritual of ‘grokking’ Jesus by eating stale wafers and
sipping cheap wine?”

“Close scrutiny” of her own words makes us wonder what her
problem is. That she ends her piece by congratulating Romney
for  promoting  religious  tolerance  suggests  that  she  is
clueless about her own contribution to religious intolerance.

Gunman  Targets  Christians,
Murders Four
Matthew  Murray,  the  gunman  who  stormed  a  Christian  youth
mission center and then a nearby church this on December 9,
held  a  deep  hatred  for  Christianity,  according  to
theAssociated Press and CNN affiliate KUSA. Murray, who took
the  lives  of  four  people  before  dying  himself  during  a
shootout with a security guard, targeted his victims because
of their religion.

A look back at an internet-message board he frequented, aimed
at those who have left evangelical churches, reveals that on
the morning of his killing spree he raged “You Christians
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brought this on yourselves.” He also wrote, “All I want to do
is  kill  and  injure  as  many  of  you…as  I  can  especially
Christians who are to blame for most of the problems in the
world.”

In the past, other posters to the website Murray frequented
had recommended he seek professional counseling. One poem he
posted,  “Crying  all  alone  in  pain  in  the  nightmare  of
Christianity,” spurred a psychologist to offer such services,
but Murray dismissed the idea.

Murray was once associated with the youth center that he shot
up,  having  been  rejected  from  a  mission  trip  to  Bosnia.
According to the center’s director, the young man was not able
to go on the trip for health reasons. Additionally, he had
performed a song by Marilyn Manson (a self-described Satanist)
at a mission concert.

Atheist Hate Speech
To learn what’s on the minds of contemporary atheists, check
out Mark Morford’s piece in today’s San Francisco Chronicle.
With lines such as “they [Christians] raise their flags and
cock their Bibles and pat themselves on their arrogant backs,
conveniently forgetting that the only real difference between
radical Islam and Christianity’s own bloody, murderous past
is, well, a bit of time, with a splash of geography” he
illustrates the hate so many hold toward people of faith.
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