
CALIFORNIA  SEX  ABUSE  BILL
STALLS

Bill Donohue comments on a California bill, SB
131,  that  would  suspend  the  statute  of
limitations  for  one  year  in  cases  where
someone claims he was molested when he was a
minor  in  a  private  institution;  the  law
applies  to  those  who  were  26-years-old  in
2002:

Good news: SB 131 never got out of committee today. While the
bill can still be voted on during this legislative session,
time  is  running  out.  The  fact  that  it  stalled  today  is
encouraging.

This bill has more to do with punishing the Catholic Church
for offenses alleged to have been committed decades ago than
it does with protecting minors today. The bill is also an
affront to fairness on another level: it gives the biggest
offenders of all—those who work in the public schools—a pass.

The Catholic League salutes the California bishops, ably led
by  Los  Angeles  Archbishop  José  Gomez,  and  the  California
Catholic Conference. We also commend all those Catholic League
members in California who let their voices be heard; we were
happy to lead them. It goes to show that if our side is to
win, we must raise our voices. No one can hear those who speak
softly.
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