
BOGUS CLAIMS ABOUT iPHONE CONFESSION APP

Description

Catholic League president Bill Donohue comments on how Internet sites have characterized last
week’s announcement that a Confession application is now available for iPhone, iPad and iPod Touch
users: 

“Confession: A Roman Catholic App” was developed by Little iApps to prepare Catholics for
Confession. Specifically, the application guides Catholics through an examination of conscience,
steering them through a series of questions that tap into issues addressed by the Ten
Commandments. It received an imprimatur from Bishop Kevin Rhoades of Fort Wayne-South Bend.

Patrick Leinen, the developer of Little iApps, cannot be faulted for the way some are characterizing this
program. This application was never designed as a substitute for Confession: on the contrary, it makes
it clear that only absolution by a priest in the confessional constitutes the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Even though most Internet stories mention this, many of the headlines are misleading. Here are some
of them:

• “Can’t Make it to Confession? There’s an App for That”
• “Catholic Church Approves Confession by iPhone”
• “Bless Me iPhone for I Have Sinned”
• “Catholic Church Endorses App for Sinning iPhone Users”
• “US Bishop Sanctions Cell Phone in Confession”
• “Forgiveness via iPhone: Church Approves Confession App”
• “New, Church-Approved iPhone Offers Confession On the Go”
• “Confess Your Sins to a Phone in Catholic Church Endorsed App”
• “Catholics Can Now Confess Using iPhone App”
• “Catholic Church Approves Online Confession”

Headlines like these, coupled with remarks like, “The Church is gonna make a killing…$1.99 and your
sins are digitally washed away,” are irresponsible. The best we can say about those pitching these
bogus claims is that they are clueless. The worst we can say is that they might benefit from purchasing
the app and putting it to good use.
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