BISHOP GENE ROBINSON AT
INAUGURAL?

Catholic League president Bill Donohue comments today on the
selection of Episcopal Bishop Gene Robinson to offer a prayer
at an inaugural event next week:

“President-elect Barack Obama says he wants to unite
Americans, and yet he chooses the most polarizing person in
the Episcopal Church, Bishop Gene Robinson, to offer a prayer
at one of his inaugural events. Robinson, who dumped his wife
and children to live with another man, is not just an
embarrassment to rank-and-file Episcopalians, he has a record
of offending Catholics, as well.

“In 2005, Robinson said the following: ‘I find it so vile that
they [the Catholic Church] think they are going to end the
child abuse scandal by throwing out homosexuals from
seminaries. It is an act of violence that needs to be
confronted.’ He added that ‘Pope Ratzinger [sic] may be the
best thing that ever happened to the Episcopal Church. We are
seeing so many Roman Catholics joining the church.’

“Three months ago, the disgraced openly gay bishop admitted
that he had led a retreat a few years ago for gay Catholic
priests. He stuck his nose into the affairs of the Catholic
Church even further when he urged those priests to push for
women priests, saying ‘that if you work for the ordination of
women 1in your church, you will go a long way toward opening
the door for the acceptance of gay priests.’

“In other words, Obama has chosen a man who offends Catholics
as much as he does Protestants. If that’s his idea of
inclusion, he can keep it. The only saving grace is that
Robinson says he will not use a Bible next week. It would be
news if he did.”
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