ARCHBISHOP NIENSTEDT DESERVES
JUSTICE

Bill Donohue comments on the
decision by Saint Paul and
Minneapolis Archbishop John C.
Nienstedt to temporarily step
down:

Archbishop Nienstedt has been the subject of a non-stop
crusade orchestrated by ex-Catholics, and Catholics 1in
rebellion against the Church, simply because he stands for
everything they are not: he is a loyal son of the Catholic
Church.

Now—out of the blue—comes an unidentified male who claims he
was touched on his buttocks in 2009 by the archbishop while
posing for a group photo. Nienstedt denies the charge, adding
that he has never inappropriately touched anyone. Moreover, he
has not been told the identity of his accuser.

The Catholic League is asking those who were there to share
with us any information they have. Specifically, we are
interested in obtaining a tape recording, or set of photos, of
any Confirmation ceremony in 2009 where Archbishop Nienstedt
was present; presumably, the alleged victim was standing next
to the archbishop. Also, we are asking anyone who knows
anything about the accuser (someone knows who he is) to come
forward. Please email us at pr@catholicleague.org.

I know of no other leader, religious or secular, who would
step down pending an investigation because some guy says he
was touched on his behind four years ago in a group photo.
It’s time the bishops revised their “zero tolerance” policy.
Too often, 1t means zero justice for the accused, thus
undermining the legal principle of innocent until proven
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guilty.

When it comes to “zero tolerance” in the schools, every
teachers union, as well as the New York Times, has counseled
against it. With good reason: it does not allow for the
nuances that color so many cases. The bishops ought to follow
suit and junk this policy before it becomes the weapon of
choice against them.



