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The  2024  election  cycle  revealed  a  seismic  shift  in  the
political landscape of this country. While most of the focus
has been rightfully on the presidential election, there were
also significant developments downballot that are indicative
of the culture shifting in the direction of commonsense and
traditional values.

Abortion
In the 2024 election, the pro-life side began to show some
signs  that  it  can  win  elections  in  the  Post-Roe  era.  In
Florida, Nebraska, and South Dakota, voters defeated efforts
to repeal pro-life laws. Considering that pro-life initiatives
lost every vote since 2022, these three wins prove there is a
path forward on this critical issue.

Although  there  were  positive  signs,  unfortunately  abortion
access was enshrined into the state constitutions of Arizona,
Colorado, Maryland, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, and New York.

Drug Legalization
Drug legalization met serious setbacks this cycle. In Florida,
North Dakota, and South Dakota, voters rejected efforts to
legalize marijuana. Meanwhile, Massachusetts voters rejected
an  initiative  to  legalize  natural  psychedelics  (i.e.
mushrooms).  However,  voters  in  Nebraska  legalized  medical
marijuana.

School Choice
Voters in Colorado, Kentucky, and Nebraska rejected school
choice initiatives. There were marking similarities between
all three states.

https://www.catholicleague.org/2024-election-tracker/
https://www.catholicleague.org/news-archive/


First, the supporters of school choice were vastly outspent in
all  three  campaigns.  For  instance  in  Kentucky,  the  “no”
campaign outspent the “yes” side by nearly three-to-one, with
local school boards using official funds to oppose school
choice. In Nebraska, the “no” campaign raised over $7 million
while the supporters of school choice only had a war chest of
$1 million.

Further, in all three states the initiatives were very limited
in their scope and the wording of the initiatives was vague.
This directly led to tempered support, even the Christian Home
Educators of Colorado came out against the amendment over
fears that the language of “quality education” could lead to
intrusive regulations. Meanwhile, Kentucky voters were asked
to amend the constitution to thwart efforts by the state’s
supreme court to derail school choice proposals, but voters
were never given a positive vision of what a school choice
program might look like. In all three instances, there was an
enthusiasm gap that allowed the opponents of school choice to
defeat the initiatives.

However, there was some positive signs on school choice. Many
candidates that supported school choice won their elections.
For instance, Texas elected a school choice majority in the
state  legislature.  Likewise  in  Indiana,  the  gubernatorial
challenger, who ran on an anti school choice platform, lost
resoundingly.  In  an  election  postmortem,  NBC’s  Chuck  Todd
linked the strong performance of Republicans with Hispanic
voters in Florida and Texas to the aggressive school choice
programs advanced by officials in both states.

Other Education Issues
Earlier this election cycle, San Francisco voters supported a
ballot  measure  that  bolstered  the  school  district’s  math
curriculum.  Moving  in  the  opposite  direction,  voters  in
Massachusetts passed Question 2, which does away with the
requirement for high school students to pass a standardized
test in order to graduate.



Parental Rights
Voters in Washington State approved Initiative 2081, which
establishes a “parents’ bill of rights.” This allows parents
to review books in school libraries and remove books deemed
sexually explicit. Further, parents can now opt their children
out of sex education courses or class sessions or assignments
related  to  gender  ideology,  politics,  or  religion.  Most
importantly, it pledges that students’ and their families’
religious beliefs will be respected.

Crime
California residents voted overwhelmingly to pass Proposition
36, a tough-on-crime ballot initiative that will enact harsher
penalties for retail theft, property crimes and drug offenses.

Earlier in the election cycle, a slew of anti-crime measures
were approved by voters across the country. Voters in San
Francisco approved Ballot Measure E, which strengthens the
city’s police force, minimizes the amount of paperwork cops
have to do freeing them up to patrol the streets, and utilizes
new technology to deter crime. Meanwhile up in Washington
State,  voters  passed  Initiative  2113,  which  reverses
restrictions  on  police  pursuits.

District Attorneys
The 2024 election also saw the culling of several radical
District Attorneys, many of whom were supported by progressive
billionaire George Soros. In Los Angeles, District Attorney
George Gascón was blown out by law-and-order candidate Nathan
Hochman. Further up the California coast, Alameda District
Attorney Pamela Price was ousted by voters in a successful
recall election. Price, who received significant support from
Soros during her career and made “criminal justice reform” a
hallmark of her tenure was deemed too lenient and ultimately
failed to keep residents safe. Meanwhile in Georgia, District
Attorney  Deborah  Gonzales  lost  her  reelection  bid  after
pursuing  an  “unapologetically”  progressive  agenda  that
contributed to spiking crime rates and the murder of Laken



Riley, a college student murdered by an illegal immigrant
while out jogging.

Election Integrity
Voters in Idaho, Iowa, Kentucky, Missouri, North Carolina,
Oklahoma, South Carolina, and Wisconsin all voted to enact
measures to ensure that only citizens can vote.

Meanwhile,  voters  in  Alaska,  Colorado,  Idaho,  Missouri,
Nevada, and Oregon all rejected efforts to install ranked
choice voting. However, DC voters passed an initiative to
allow for this voting system.


